FUNERAL . Investigator: Willie. D

Intervieweed: Makelesi Tinai ..Tonia, Verata, Tailevu

SUBJECT: WHEN A CHIEF DIES .

-When a chief dies the village will be very solemn and no weeping
ound is heard only the lali. This 121i is the sign of the weeping
villagers. This is also a sign of respect and 2 sign of mourning
- How wild the news of the chiefs death be taken to his relatives
who live far. |
—The ™Mata ni koro in that particular village will take the
message or the chiefs death to his relatives afar and also to the
villages.

_What is the name given to this Mata ni Koro.

_In Tonia the Mata goebk-Iirst to Lutu to announce the death of the
chied.

-Who will than spread or take the news to everyone.

-As I have mentioned befpre the Lali beats tells or announce to
people that a chief in the village hasdied. They is a part-

icular trive who is responsible for doing this.

—When the 1ali is beaten there is no one who is allowed to cry.
-No one is allowed to cry axcept the children of the chief or
the chief's childfen.

—Where does the chief lays when he dies.

-A tavata is made for the chief to lie on. This Tavata is made

for the chiefs body to lie on,0n this tavata too the viilagers

would carry his body to his grave,
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-Is there any gumds to guard the dead body of the chief?

-When a chief dies there are people from a particular tribe who
are responsible for guarding the chiefs body and the house where
the dead body is. The guards are dressed in Drauni Vasili there
body will be painted in chacoled(desizn) and will be holding their
clubs with them,

-TO the people who come to the funeral what is the traditionzl
things they bring.?

~when people attend &he funeral of a chief they will be bringing
with them mats, tabua, and masi. This is for their Kani REGURTGU-,
As their come to present their Kani Reguregu passing the door
where the dead body is they will 82¥40.ceee. .08, When the gifts
are already presented to the man in the Vatuniloa then the

Kani Reguresu will be t:-ken inside the house, This is where the
Kani keguregu is kept.

-what is then done to this Kani Reguregu?

~The things brought by people will be kept. Then the coco ni vata
will' be chosen from here. The Yau from here will be used to
rarcel the chief. Befcre the dead body is parceled with mats when
theye was no coffin. Before the bedyiis layed in the grave the
grave is Conaki too. That is mat is also spread inside the grave
before the body is carried or placed in the grave, Three big

Coco are placed firdt in the hole before the chies body is placed.
When the funeral commemces no one is allowed to stand averyone

are to sit down wherever they are. .Vakabati and Delani Loga-are als

spread 1n the grave before the body is laid., When the body is

burried the villagers will then rlant flowers on top of the rave.
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-When is the body of the chief or the chie‘s body placed on the
Tavata?

-when the chiefs body is ready to be taken to the grave than the Je=
body is placed on the T-vata. Then the chiefs body will then

be taken to his grave., After the funeraL&he body bearers or the
Tavata bearers will go down to a river ts bath., The taboo will be
placed on this river so no one is to swim, fish or to do anything
with the river for the decided time. A plant or stick is planted
near the river to show that the place is taboo. That nortone is to
use the river in any way. In many places the river can be used again
after the decided time. After 50 nights or on the 100th night,
~Before the chiefs body is placed in his grave, is there any
traditional thing done before his body is placed in the gravev
-Before the body is Placed in the grave a tabua is presented to

the grave diggers. This is a_VEkasobu of the chiefs body..

Before the Bati tribe goefs to digithe chiefs grave. They will tale
with them a stick (gasau) to measure the depth of the grave. Chief
grave is different from the commoners grave, Chiefs body are also
burried in the vanua Tabu. No one ig allowed to go to this place
and when the grave diggers are digging the grave there will be also
guards there to guard the grave until the chief is burried. NO
children is allowed to come to the vanua Tabu,

£Is there a particular t{ige who is responsible for digging the e
chiefs gravev

-Egs the tribe Bati are responsible for this,

-Who escorts the body to the grave?

~The chiefs family, his relatives .4 chiefs from other
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-villagers willﬂ attend the chiefs burial., Bati will be escorting

the chiefs body every where. They guard the chiefs body, A

talatala also £0 with the crowd to perform the Lg;g_gi_ggibglg{?xuqu)
When the talatala has performed the funeral service the chiegs

body will then be lowered to his grave, The grave will then

be burried prorerly and a piece of Masi is placed on top of

the grave before flowers are placed on the Masi. Flowers are

properly arranged before reople go back home. When everyone has

got home a tanoa yagqana is than mixed, The chiefs relatives

Will chose a lady from all the Matagali to stay for the Bikabika, (q(ﬁy

This ladies will stay here until the Bogi 4, When the graves e{€£40>’)

diggers have washed themselves in a river the river will tabbo
for five nights on the 5th day the river will be able to be used
again by villagers. On the bogi 4 the chief's relatives pre-
pares a magiti, On this night also w33 the door which was
closed , that is the door the corffin bearers went through as

they took the body out will be opened,

=Who is  responsible to prrsent the Dola ni Katubag (_EPeA, +ﬁ45{om‘)
=The chiefs relatives will chose who is to do the Dola ni Katupa,
Food and Yagonz is bresented here,

-Whos is responsible for the Bikabika?

- The chiefs relatives ,after the funeral would ask a lady from
each Matagali to stay back for the Bikad¥ka, The ladies who

will do the bikabika will stay in the house for four nights, wun
the bogi Vathe chiefs relatives will give them mats etc, as their

gift for them or presents,
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-ithere will be mats masl etc. given to the grave diggers and they
will be Yam for the chiefs relatkves kept a side.

- How about those who wear mourning clothes, those who grow their
beards?

-When a person dies, His relatives will go on a tabu. There will
be wearing mourning cloythegs , some will be growing their beard
others dont drink grog until the Bogi ubrau. {foc>u4/4fr)

On the 100th night when the tabu has come to an end, they will be a
big megiti prepared and the rau for the ULUvVA NI oUnU., &1l this
magiti, and :au will be presented to the vasu. _Eégg are the—ssde—o
er the mother side of the dead person. 'Those who are Tabu will
bring their magiti and their yau to the Vasu whdfwill also be ma-
waiting with a magiti. +The vasu will then take off the mouning
clothes from the relatives who are onjfabu,

-who is heir to his father's property when his father dies:

-When the father dies, his eldest son is heir to hisrprorerty.
=where does the spirit goes when a person diesxy

-when a person dies the body will goe back to the soil and the
spitit to the one who gave it. Goes to wod/

-1 use to hear when a person dies his spirit goes back to his
relatives.

=10 my oplonion when a person dies his body goes back to the earth
and the spirit to God. BUYT sometimes when people sees the dead
person, : believe that it is only the angels of nucifer,

-1 also heard that sometimes people preserve a part of the dead
pekson's body tor them,

=10 people who preserve _or keep the dead man's head it is because
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-they believe that there is power in the head. <vhey dead man's
head gives them power. But now days most of us are converted
Chiistians and this belief is laughed at.”

i belive that is all done to a chiet when he dies.

yinaka vakalevu.



