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VILLAGE MEETING

Since I am the head of the committee here in this village, there

are times when we hold meetings, and we call this a village meeting.
This villare is meeting is different from the mecting in which all

the people subjected to this particular village meet. This meeting
involving this village is known as BOSE VAKORO, as for the one whichlg
involves the whole community living sround the area, this is known 3
as BOSE NI VANUA.

In the bose vakoro, here they discuss, come up with a finajl affirmative
decision and also pass motions and those other deals which the people
wish to make for the viliage. In this meeting, they discuss about

the running of the village and the work which revolves around

this village is dedalt with.

In the bose ni wvanua, only the chiefs of the villages and the area
meet and discuss. They discuss as to how they should run the whole
place, inculding all the villages, and also what imporvements they
need to do for theareasd.

Here in Vitogo, the village meeting, is held every Tuesday afternoon.
And this is donegvery week. As for the Tui Vitogo today, he needs

to be present in all these meetings, he ghould attend and be with

the people during the meeting. As for this person whom they have

instaled to hold the position of Tui Vitogo, he remain there at his
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home and then these people in the cormunity, we have a committee
running the yhole show, it is their duty to take the message up to
the chief saying thét a village meeting is scheduled for tommorow

or for what they day they have arrangened. Also for the chief, he
is informed of what should be dealt with gt the meaning and also he
gives the final word whether it should be raised or dropped. A lot
of those chiefs who were here in our village, I can remember it clearly
that a lot of them used to be in this village meeting. They do all
the right things at the right time so that there is no question of
being out of place and also of being not prepared. Today, when

they tpen this village meeting in the gfternoon, the matanivanua of
the Tui Vitogo goss to accompany the chief cr the Tui Vitogo to the
meeting house. They then arrive at this house where the village
meeting is usually held.

Sitting there, the pecople make a yaqona ceremony which they call

the I WARAKI(yagona for their waiting for their chief). This yaqona
is used or said to be the yagona in which they wait for the arrival
of the chief. The yagona is presented, and then someone speaks of
the yagqona since it is for the chief. <Thechief takes the first cup
and so the matanivanua grink second to his chief, after that they
all clap their hands to show that this is the end of the ,eremony for
the ceremony of i waraki held for the chief's arrival.

After this, then another yagqona is prepared, and this is known as
yagona NI DOLAVI NI BOSE, to declare the meeting open. The yagona
is mixed, then someone speaks to comment on the yagona for the
opening of the meeting, again the chief drinks, the matanivanua

drinks second to it, then the chief or the Tul Vitogo open the meeting

with a speech.
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In this speech, he thanked all the people for their presence, and also
for those two ceremonies done. One thing I wish to tell you, in this
village meeting, we have both men and women, young men and yfung
women or youths of both sexes.

After the chief speks, then his speech is commenteé on. ZThen the
meeting is open after that commenting on the chief's speech. Hany
times in the past, when the meeting is open and get gtarted, the
matanivanug informs the people of what they can talk about in this
meeting. Today, the way of running the meeting now is similar to
how business man deals with their cliemts and also with their other
parteership, now they have a person who is the chairman. He is

the main person who leads the meeting, or this village meeting. He
is the one . ho declares the discussion opened and alsc he informs

the people of some ideas and motions for the running of the village.
The chairman shows all those things or plans which he wish to be dis-
cussed in this meeting, then the discussion part is now ppened.

Now, it isopen to anyone who might wish to speak to speak up while
the rest of the people hears him out. This is a very important
meeting too, this meeting decide on how the village $£hould function
and also some important epproach they can make to makes things
better than they are. They discuss how they can protect the village
and also how should they keep their village clean and not polluted
with anything, and all those other functions which they hold in a
village, the freedom is given to the villagers to make suggestions
on any one of these topics and also to voice their opinions i#$
such motions are raised as to what ghould be done. This is how
meetings or village meetings are held today.

But in the olden times, when they have a village meeting, the peorle
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who turn up in this meeting, they do not utter a word when they enter
until they leave the house again., Only those people yho are knwon

to be the village speakers are the ones who talk and make 2ll the
announcement for them. They speak to these people telling them what
things they should do, as for the people, they have to keep very
guiet and they don't have any say as to what should be done. For
these speakers, all those things which they order the people to

do, it is obeyed and observed. Today, the freedom is given to the
villagers to decide as to what should be the best thing to do to
solve this particular situation, also to show the others what they
have in mind, it helsp a lot when they share their opinions of

some of the things they discussed. All spesk st the meeting and
finally they come up with an agreement on something.

They make a show of hands on things which they agree on and things
they disagree on. All these things which they discuss in the meeting
ig written down in a log, they take these minutes of the meeting.
Now, there are a lot of committées running, we have one for the
health department, and also some for the punning of the district school.
They have different committees which runs different sectors in this
area. A cormittee for the church, a committee for the fishing group
in this village, many new committees stands up or being founded
today. Other committees are for youths, farming, chrigian fellowship,
and also for women.

When they hold this village meeting, this is where all these sub-
committees, which makes up the yhole village turn in with their
improvements on gomething they have done and also woice some of their

motions and opinions or some things which they can do. Also for them
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they wish to confirm something with all the people in the village,
that they are going to lay their plan and set it wo work, also if
this is accepted by the people in the village. Then they might
revealed the purpose of their gaim project. Also for each committee
they bring up some of the things which they have discussed in their
own private meetings. TLet's take for an esample, this committee
which is for the health. They come to our village meeting to show
us of what they have been doing, alsoc those things which they wrote
down as what is not right here in the village, all about the

health and cleaniiness here in the village. They both touched the
area there in the kitchen, bathroom and toilet, sleeping houses,

and all the other things which needs to be clean becsuse we live

in them and we use them egveryday. They look into the water system
whether this is a good one or they need another one. This is the
time when they announce their report and also the whole village

is listening now to what they say about their village. After they
have done with their report and if they wish to havex a fund raising
so that they can raise some money for their organisation, this is
the time and the place where the announcement is made. Also this

is the place where the final answer is given to them, whether they
should hold it or not.

The same thing goes for the church committee and how they run the affairs
of the church. <“he church committee make the annoucement fhat these
preorle are not up to date with their payments for the church and

all others. Also the final decision is given here whether they
should hold charity funds and all that. They plan and lay gown the

right one gfter a few minutes of discussing and arguing over the

issue.
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‘hey do not want something to clash when the people return to

carry out yhat they hve discussed in the meeting. laybe they

wish % do some fund raising and the other committees are also
thinking of the same thing, in this village meeting, they discussed
everything so that it yorks out well, thére is no elash in these
things which they are doing. “he same report is done by the yauth
committee, and the christian fellowskipg committee. Also for farming
this is the place and the time yhen they make the annoucement af
what the men and young men should be planting there in their

farm and also of how many crops they should have grown by now from
the time they starteé&. Also they announce the names of those
peoplewro did not complete the as :ignment they were told to do.

They gqo not inflict any punishment but they show this so that the
rest of the people ho go not belong to this committee kmows what

is going on. Another thing too, by making all these reporting

work, the people know ,hat the other person is doing for his or

her village. <The ,omen's committee also have a time yhen they speak.,
Also for this topics and reporting, the freedom is given to the
people to make a comment or an announcement if they do not agree
with gomething which the people reporting says. 3But this method which
the people are using now, this is a totally new and different method
of a village meeting to be held. As for me, the thinss which I

have seen and those things which has been gone, there are a lot of
things which they lay out gs what they should do, the people of
Vitogo cannot do all these, they give up when they come to the third
part of it or the fourth part, they say that this is too much, but

what can be done?, It does not matter if the reople are not going to
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do thé work, but still they turn pp for the meeting, this is somethiing
good about the people. Also for each committee they do not clash

with the other side of what things they do, because all these things
have been laid down clearly from the start. They have been given

the freedom to talk and say anything which they think is not right,

if they know that this work or this problem should be solved this

¥or a village meeting,

way, then that is how they take care of it.
this is a very important meeting for a place or for a village.

This same meeting, is the meeting in which theylay out ihe plans

and also arrange or programme the things which they wish to run here
in this wvillage for the next two or three mommhs ahead.

The chief is there and also the other important men of the yavusa
and matagali, they know how their people work so it is imporfant
they also present themselves when it is time for the meeting.

In this same meeting, we are able to know about those things which
is not clean at all about the village, those new behaviour yhich
offend thé people. 4Also there might be some problems related to the
young people's behaviour, this is where such things are dealt

with. If some people in this village have something to do ,ith

the police department, maybe they have some faults with them, in
this meeting such things are discussed. A X1lo6t of times we

speak to those young men working in the towns and city aread, they
are the ones who bring trbuble into this village. This is taken up
to the village meeting, and if the old people and the ghiefs of our
place thinks something should be gone to stop these, then they can
be pungshed so that they go not do this again. But being a mem ber

of this wvillage meeting, I have seen that not severe punishment ate

given to them if they are punished.
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Only they are spoken to and growkéd at, to stop this nonsense since
this is their village and they should learn to behave properly jhen
in the village, also to make sure they gon't do the jame mistake
another time. They listen to what advice themature people give, an

as a result, some of them do change. They are told not to do something
which is unrespectful, very lowly, which can really destroy and bring
down the name of a particular village, esepcially their own village
Vitogo.

A11 other things which deals with the preserving of our behaviour and
our customs, like riding bicycles around the village green or in

the village, wearing hats in the village, wrapping a towel or a cloth
around their neck, also for women they should ndt wear their sulu
from their breastbora down, women wearing ghirts in the village, these
are some of the behaviour which is geen being done here in the village
and needs to be straightened out. These things are discussed in the
village meeting and also if they think they can solve it in some

ways, suggestions and opinios helps in here.

I've already ,old you that this is a very important meeting, a
meeting which should be kept to the good standard of all meetings,
helped and also supported by the people of this wvillage, but most
important is that they should try and do what they think is right
which is announced in this meeting. If they meet, discuss but do

not do what they have been told and adviced to do, then nothing works.
This village, Vitogo, the running of the village depend on this
village meeting which they hold every Tuedday afternoon.

After they have worked out all these things, sope prodblems are

dealt with, like building a new house, asking of the people in this

village if they can give their guppOoBt .k
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All these are discussed in this village meeting. Also there are
days when the people will have to bring their knives and there

is a cutting grass going on there on this day, they need to keep
their village clean also. On Tuesday, this is the day when they
all come out from their homes and clean the village, any surrounding
which they know needs a bit of cleaning is cleaned on this day.

On +heaf aftermoon or the night of this g2y, then they have the
village meeting.

.fter the meeting, then the Tui Vitogo speaks again to close all

the discussion, suggestions and opinions raised on this night.

At his speech, he asks the people in this village to hold hands
together in their trying to solve all these problems which they
have in fron+t of them. Also before the meeting ends, there is a
yagona ceremony gone which closes the meeting, it id done Tor the
chief invited to attend themecting, or soreone whom they went to ask
to be present here at the meeting. They ask him to return home now
with the presentation of this yagqona ceremony, then gomeone kneels
formard to accept the yagcna on behalf of the Tui Vitogo, and now
the people are free to talk about anything else because the chief
or the Tui Vitogo has declared the meeting closed. This is the
pattern and the mamer in which our village meeting is held and
dealt with here in Vitogo today.

Many meetings passed, we also have our minister of the church who
speaks about his section here in the village. In our village
meetings, church dealings are alsc fncluded and discussed. 4#nd

this is the time when they begin oepning this meeting with a prayer.

Afte they have ended the meeting the traditional way, they also close

it with a prayer.
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This is happening now when we h:ve all our meetings. This is

all about the meeting which we hold there in the village.

This person whom they make the seremony of i waraki when he arrives
is the person who decide when ghould the meeting gtarts and also

when should it ends OFfcescessescss

48 for this meetings which they wish to hold on every Tuesday, all

The people knows that on this day gfter they clean the village during
daylight, in the afternnon or at night, then they meet. If they
wish to caneel the meeting for another day and all that, this is
going to be the turaga ni koro's duty, he is the one ho informs the
people that the mee ing which should be held on Tuesday is cnacelled.
As for the turaga ni koro he is the person who listens to the

chief all the time whether they should hold the meeting or not.

This is then announced to let the people know fat is going to happen.,
As I've said, this is something which they hold every Tuesday

nights and afternoons.

From Tui Vitogo to the turaganikoro, if the m eting is to ne cnaceled,
then the turaga ni koro should inform the people of what the Tui
Vitogo has decided. Today, the message of gnything is from _Pui
Vitogo to the turaga ni koro. 4as for the turaga ni koro today

he ,1so belongs to oour i tokatoka and heis one of the matanivanua.
He is the head of this i tokatoka, this turaga ni koro of this
village. 4nd we could say that it is very easy for the message to

be delivered to the people, and it does not neeé to go to another
person who could be the matanivanua as the customs goes, cince this
person who is the turaga ni koro is a matanivanua himself. So the

sending of the message is short and very guick also. From the Tui

XEkag<
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Vitogo to the matanivanua who is the turaga ni koro and right on to
he people in this village.

When they hold their mceting in the olden +imes, can you tell me

as to where do they hold their meetings. Do they grect a temporary
shelter wher: the mecting is held or they have it out there in

the yillage greeeNe.ssecss

For all the meetings which they hold in the past, they 511 meet there
in this large homwse at Sukanacagi. <YToday, we have another house
where we could say is out meeting house and also a hgll. ve use

our village hall for village meetings and other functions held in
this village.

One of the things which I often hear is known as VAKATADUMATA and
they say that this is related to a village meeting to be held, can
you tell me gomething about this word vakatadumata..ceeececeecess

It night have a different meaning to other people like to us this is
similar t+o the i waraki or the yagqona ceremony they hold for the
chief or this person who comes to open the meeting.

This yagona which they use for all these ceremonies, these are the
yagona which they have already cleaned and pounded before they use
it or some are still with the roots and feeshly pulled from the
plantation. cccecscccscos

The yagona is the one _hich they have dried and pounded. They do
not use any yaqona which is s8till with the leaves and roots. Also
nonw is presented dry but 2ll are mixed into the yagona drink before
it is presented. <The only thing left is some people are new or
strangers, and they wish to attend this village meeting, then they
have to present their yagona for their i sevusevu. But for the yagona

which they use for this village meeting, it is all mixed first before
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it is presented to those people o should get it.

Also for this yagona which we use guring these meeting, we have
divided up the days between 511 the yavusa in this commmnity. For
one meeting, this yavusa takes the turn to supply us with the yagona
for all the ceremonies, and also for the dirnking that goes on dquring
the meeting. ©Say the yavusa of Vanuakula might have the turn this
week, and next m eting, we have the yavusa,Tunuloa to supply the
yvagona for the meeting. #nd then it goes round and round until all
theyavusa have their turn to supply the yagona for the meeting. And
sometimes the Tui Vitogo himself says, my tutn now to sppply the
yaqona for the meeting, then we rest and he gets them for us. This
is the new pattern used now, but a lot of times the Tui Vitogo

says that he is the one.ho is going to supply the yaqona for the
meeting. So we decided to qo gqomething about it so we took turns

to buy the yagona for the meeting, one thing too, those people yho
are the head of the committee, they don't arrange all these things
before the mesting is held. #l1lso there is no money given in these
meets, so they can use it up for kxx buying the yagona for the
meeting.

When the people attend themméx meeting, can you egplain their
sitting arrangements, vhere do the men sit and where do the women
sit, do they sit all together or there is a special side for the
women and a special side for the meN.ccececcccccccss

Here in Vitogo, we have the Tui Vitogo right there in the front
part of the room further up, like this is where the head of the
table lies, and the turaga of all yavusa, Tunuloa, sit$ on one side,
and go the others sits on the other side.

i i the
And the rest of the people sit on thig side and the others on
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side, these are the men who takes core of the yagona ceremony and
also they take around the pup of yaqona ror eveyyone sitting there
when the yaqona ceremonyx is going oni Lthe women then sits behind
the men and they all sit with the young men and yomen who also attend
the meeting. But naw, they have group themselves, we have one side
where all the women, maturé women sits and one side mhere all the
young women sits. They do not sit all mixed up, like old and young
together., The same thing for the boys tooR.

Can you tell me where the MASI NI VANUA sits........

These people who are called the MASI NI VALUA, THese are the people
who are the turaga ni matagqali, heads of all matagali, heads of the
yavusa, 1 tokatoka, here in this wvillage. They have their own duty
and position here in this vyillage, but just to be added on top of
2ll that, like he is the head off the warriors, this is one reason
why they are called the masi ni vanua. We can simply say they are
heads of a group or club. xhey know their duty and this is what
they ;0 when the time comes to do these things.

Canyou tell me gomething =zbout the clothes which the men and women
both young and old are going to wear to this village meetinge.ccecess
For all these village meetings, which we are holding this days, no
more do we allowg men young or old to turn up in trouseps where
they hold the meeting. *hey should wear a sulu gnd a clean shirt.
for the women they should wear a dress and a long sulu. 4 lot of
times young girls turn up in skirts, but ,his should not happen, they
should all wear the clothese they have been told to wear to this
village meeting.

I$ is respectful and right that they turn up at the yillage meeting

with the right clothes on and all that.
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They should all wear long sulu to cover themselves up.

What can we ®maAx say ,bout the women..........

Since now that it is afternoon and setting into the night, they
should wear a long drecs and a sulu glso, all should have their
hair nicely combed.

When it she best meeting time for the people in this villagCecescees
The best time to hold such meetings, is in the afternoons, they find
that people turn up in full force to the meeting. <This is after the
children at home have eaten gnd getting ready fb sleep. This is the
time when the fathers have returned from the farm, and also women
return from fishing. It has been practised and they are used to it
now, they like to hame their me:<ting in the afternoon so they

make it their business to come right at this time when they usually
hold it. If they wish to hold a meeting quring the day, this does
not _ork at all, because a lot of people are away during the dayl

s0 it is no use holding the meeting then.

How is the meeting declared opened?

The opening of the meeting, today this is opened with a prayer from
theminister 4f the church. After that, then the tui Vitogo is

to deliver a speech to declare it open now. He gives the permission
to the people to talk and discuss now. First in this opening speech
they thank the people for the good work they are doing and also if
those ho knows they are not bern wooking hard,amlixxxx then they

are encouraged to do more work. The people of each sub-committees

are thanked for their good work and also of the good effort they

have done in trying to maintain a stable enviromment and peaceful

community.
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Ihey are also told of it's bad part if they do not do what they have
been told to do. They want all the people to support each sther in
their trying to do all these things to make the village come alive.
During this meeting, is there any food that you prepare for the
meeting Orecesceccsescscsssccce

For all village meetings, eince they hold it every week, they go not
need to 00k any food for the people ho gttend the meeting. The
only thing which & » 1is prepared for the meeting is the yagona.

‘he yavusa who knows that this 1is their turn to supply the grog, it
is their duty to see they have the yaqona ready on the day the mee-
ting is held. They pound it ready and also they serve it there before
the chief and all the people. ‘his yavusa, also see that they open
the doors and the yindows before the rest of the people arrive, they
prepare the ash-trays and all that, the bowl in which the yagona is
to be mixed, and the spr-ading of the mats on which the people ill
sit. Lverything they need to prepare is ,hat these people in the
meeting are going to use, they drink the yagona and sit there on the
mats which they h-ve prepared.

Ihe Tui Vitogo opens the meeting, now he gives 't or Radi= hands it
over to the chairman. Then from then the chairman takes over and
leads the discussion and the talking of the meeting now. +this
meeting which they hcold now, this is not similar to the meeting which
they hold before. 1In the olden days, when they holé such meetings,
the speakers or the people talking gives the orders, the people

in the meeting remain very quiet and they don't say , word at all
during the meeting, all they need to do is to obey what the speakers

say, and they go out to carry out what they have been instructed

to doe
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FoR any village mceting which they have in the olden days, the people
have no say in what is taking place here in the village, those who
are the clan of spezkers are the people who gre going to decide and
do all the things for the peiple, it does not matter if this person
whom they talk to is innocent or not, they only say what they think
should be ssda. They tell the people of what should be done and

not to be done.

Whenthe meeting is about to finish, howE § do they end this meeting?
As I've said the cormittees in this meeting say or report what they
have been dcing. After they have reported what they wish to report
then they are asked again if anyone wish to add anything else,

Then the Tui Vitogo is asked to end this m eting, or to close the
meéting with a speech, the Tui Vitogo again pdress the people.

After his speech, a comment on his speech done by someone, then ,omes
the ceremony of the finishing of the meeting, a preyer follows this,
and this is the end of the meeting.

Who comments on the speech of the chief?

The mta matanivanua does this.

When the Tui Vitogo first comes in to the meeting house, are the
people of Vitogo going to gay their word of greeting done for the
chief which they refer to as the TAMA?Y

We no longer do the tame ®mk in this village and today. <lhe idea
which they take now, the people are alresdy inside the house, but if
they come in and the Tui Vidogo is already inside, then should the
tama be done, but this is the opposite.

Insome meetimgs when they are ready to end the meeting, they say these

two numbers VAKAVITU and answered with VAKAWALU. What c'n you say

. . ——_
~bott these numbers and their link with the village meeting?



63%. Fage 17

These are the two words used for commenting on the chief's speech.

It is a very old customs and practise, as for all the things which
they say now after saying these two numbers are the words to back

snd suppost the whole things discussed in the meeting. Also words

of encouragement for the people who gttendéd the meeting. It is like
to make the plans and the arrangements all work out when the time
comes to tackle all of them. There is a true meaning of the use

of these two numbers. But the main aim of their using such words

is to make it like a spell or magic so that what they have discussed
comes tPue. As for the people hearing this ending speech, they

know now that there is a very important thing to be done, they should
take these words, accept it in the chiefly way, shoulder all respon-
sibilities for their ¢hief's ska sake, and also the women are included
in a1l these. So they are to work so everything comes out true.

This person who comments on the chief's speech, says VAKAVITU, the
villagers says, VAKAWALU after him. Then this person commenting
goes on to say what he wish to sayof the chief's speech.

In the olden gays, the do not hawe all these committees,which

ve have today, how g do they hold their meetings in the olden time?

1 believe in the olden days, or in the past just a couple of years
back, for each committcee they run their own things and they gon't
show such things to other people, they do their owm work, as for the
other committeess, they glso do their own things. For each section
or foreach particular kind of work in this village, the owners or

the committees and it's members are the ones who makes sure that
evervthing is being gtteneded to. After the meet, discuss and they

hve gomething to ssyx this is then taken mp to the chief or the Tui

Vitogoe.
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the chief of the village is informed of what this particular committee
Wwish to hold or plan to do. Ten years back a new rule was introcduced
by the Fijian Affairs for the people in the village, and they ere
told that it would be better if they have their bub-committes who pan
run what ever field of work there in the village. This is to make
things easy for all the people, and also they can gpend their

own time thinking things out and doing their work yhich is going +o
help the village very much. 4lso in this village meeting, they

know of what the people want and also of what they don't wnat, but
this is how things done today, as for those in the past, they

have to listen to only one person or these people  ho does all the
talking. As for the leadership which the peo le get, it is all from
the chiefs and from these people io are known as the 'speakers,'!

A lot of times today there is a lot of opposition from people, then
their problems are not bein solved, because there is a lot of dis-
agreement going on between qome people, it can be between one matagali
and the other matagaliXm. So the solution to particular troubles is
noty being solved at all, and there can be Some unpleasantness

for these people. All problems which people have, they bring it to
this meeting, where they discuss it and then they see if they can
solve all these. The chiefs listen to the problems of his people

and if he thinks that he can do gomething about it, he offers his

help if not then he asks forke the support of his people to help

this person or these groups of people.

411 the things which they have discussed in this meeting, the people
have been told of the best things to do, and they also see that this

is ecarried out, if not, they the things a e left not done, but who

1se is going to do all these things for them? The people should
¢ &80+
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work themselves, then eveyything is going to work out well, if not,
then nothing can happen. Also for some of the things which the chief
might be thinking he can glso tell his people. 4s for the matanivanua
he can go these talking for the people, as for the people, they should
listen ®o whatever thing the chief says, if not, they can be punished
for that.

When it is time for them to do these things which they have planned

to do, who are the people who comes out to dgo the work?

;e have the people, and azlso we have our chiefs, but they can be there
for supervision. For those meetings which they have in theolden
times, thése things which the chiefs says, they have to obey it since
thig is an order from the chief. Also they hold this meeting only
when the chiefs wish to hold it, as for the chiefs, they can mee%t

very often and they discuss all the things which they need to do.

Also for this meeting wyhich the chiefs meet in, the turaga ni matagali
comes in and join them also, they discuss of what is happening there
in their own matagali and if they need some assistanwe from the chiefs
of what they wish to do. As for these people, they are the people

who decide on all the things which they need to do. ‘hatever they
have discussed in the meeting andknow it ghould be done, they give
this to the village people to do it for them.

After the meeting, they do the ceremony of i VAKATALE. This 1s gone
for the chief, and then the people themselves goes out after the chief
leaves. But today, after they have done this ,eremony, then they
have a short prayer before they 511 dispersed out.

When one of the people or one of those listening wish ;o0 anke

a suggestion or say something, is there a particular sign which they

have to make so that the chief knows of the chariman knows that

or say something?

you wish +to amke & suggestion
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If someone wish +o make a suggestion, then he or she should clap their
hands and then the shairman might ask her to qtand up and say what she
wish to say. But today, for anyone yho wish {to gay a word, they need
to stand up and say what he ants, if not, they can 1ift their hand
and for the person conducting the meeting, he knows this person wants
to say gomething.

But our real customs, when gomeone yish o make a2 suggestion or say
something, they have to clap their hands in a pespective manner, then
the chief might =2sk them to say what they wish to saykX.

After this person makes her suggestion, then she needs to clap her
hands again. This is the end of the suggestion shown by the clapping

of the hands.
Is there apything else you would like to ay ,bout this topic of a x

village meetingeseceacs o

For a village meeting, I could say that this is the life of the
village. In a village meeting, here is where they discuss all the
things which they can go for the life of this village, also for them
to make things for the village and also it helps these people who
need help. In a village, there are thousands of things which needs
to be gone and also for the people, they shoudd do their part when
the time comes. When they wish to meke things move for the church,
the government and the village itself, they need to hold hands
together, be co-operative gnd things will be very good for them,
If a yillage does not have anything like this, then it is not
going to be a2 happy village or a good village to live in.

People can 4o whatever they feel like doing, if not, then what

else can be done? it having meetings like this, this is the only

way in which they can get the people's supposrt, their BUEECR o
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on the bes things to &m ®x be done. 4also for those people who jre
in trouble and needs help, this is the only place where they get
support. So, I would say that in a village meeting, this is the
only place and time wyhen things can be straightened out and also
encouragement czn be given to those people jho ,re in trouble and
cznnot find a way to solve it. So, it is really & very important
meeting.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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FINISHED.



