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Informant: Taitusi S, Korowaica of Wakini, Naitasiri. 25/9/83
L

There are many things that can bring shame to a person. One
common example of this is say 1 lied to a rerson about some-
thing or I promised to bring him something, but I did not do
it as he was expecting it from me. I feel fullty about is$
ard this is what that is going to bring shame to me because

I 1lied to him. I avoid him wherewer I go and I hardly talk
to him during those days that follow.

There is another form of shame that can occurs between two
villages, or between two families, and it can affect the
whole village itself. This is one of the serious things
which when done can bring shame to all it's people. This

one hzppens when ther: is a marriage between two peorle,
There is a young #£irl in our family and someone from another
family comes to us to perfrom the ceremony of TABATILAGO TAKI
this is when they ask if they could have this girl to become
the wife of a young man from their family. It cma be five
years in letween before the actual wedding takes place. ‘hey
are going to do everything for the girl and the girl is going
to be restricted from doing certain things. The day came when
they have the actual wedding, everything is ready, the magiti
from boths sidedss are being prepared and presented to the

peoprle concern. The girls side does all they are expected to

do, so it is for the boy's side too. They are going to do
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everything perfectly. Everything that is done during a
wvedding in the Fijian way of course is going on smoothly and
well. Then comes the time when the most serious case of all
shame affects the people concern.

The two people who got married gre going to spend the first
night and the other threes to follow together. In the house
where they are going to sleep there are going to be some
2adies inside the house too watching them. There could be
three or more than that and when nprning comes of the next
day, then they are going to learn whether this young girl

was stillx a virgin when she got married or not., But if the
rmorning when they go to the house and they are revealed that
she has already been glepping around with some other man
rather than her first husband, this is when the shame is

going to hover all the people from the girlls side, the peopel
who came to her wedding, and those who are going to hear from
the others as to how the weeding went, are going to really fegl
ashamed of themselveaﬁ% As soon as they learnt that this is
not the fiPst time for her to sleep with a man, then they are
going to make something to tell the rest of the people that
she wasn't a2 virgin when she came to husband. It is alright
if just a few people knows about the #act, but when wveryone
krows about it, it is going to be a real embarrasment and a
real heavy shame for tre people concern. This is what they
are going to do, they are going to get a pig, kill it and then
they tie the nose, ears removed, the rear end exposed and some
other things which the Fijian people Xknow of it's meaning.

In the olden days, when they do this sort of thing, they often
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close the rear end up which they opened with leaves, but this
time, there is nothing to close it up, it is all exposed. 7You
can see the other side of the pig because of the big hole which
they made at the rear end, and this means that the girl had
already slept with a man before she came o live with her
hueband. She we=s not a virgin. The big shame is going to

be on the girl's side, they are not going to stay any minute
longer at the place where they have the wedding, they do not
even ask permissi n to leave, they leave immediately as soon

as the trhth about their daughter is revealed. Lhey do not

let the oth r people know that they are leaving, they just slip
away unnoticed. “his is because they do not like what they

have lezrnt about their girl who got married to this boy. They
say that all the things they did is umeless because of the
condition of the girl when she married the man. “‘hey say that
they present to the men's side something that already been

used by scmeone else and it is not worth of all the hard work
which they did to make the wedding a success. This is shown

by the pig which the voy's side is going to present to the girl8s
side after four or the first night itself. The food which is
preseted to show this, igs for the two people's breakfast and
when they see this, they know that this is all for nothing.

This ‘s one of the greatest of all shame that can affect a
large group of people, it could be the while village, it could
be a matagali and also it could mean separation between two
families and all that unless they do not want to take it seriously
and just forget it after a short period. “ut the people from
oing to feel awful all the time and there

the girl's side, 1is g

is always thie gulity cpnscious on the parents mind that they
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did not do their part well in the marriase of their daughter
t0 this man who arrangsed everything in the first place. [his
is one of the shame that hes ggt a large effect on marriage
life. In the olden days, it is very hard for you to see a
girl being spoiled from anoth:r man vefore she goes to her
real hustand, this is a Inarrare thing to come across. When
they get mar ied, it is going %o be the fir st time for her
when BBe is going to sleep with her husband and on the night
whet they got married. It is a time of hapriness, joy and

rej icing between all the people concern. Also there is a
time when the two families arc going to get together and they
+alk about the time of their wedding and all that. Then comes
the time when she gets married and gi es birth either to a
baby girl or to a baby boy. They are also going to do all they
can for the new baby because they know that when they hag that
wedding, the mother was a very honest thing and also she was
the first woman or the husband was the first man to spoil her
virginity. They do 2ll the things to spoil her on the night
of her giving birth to her baby, the ladies are going rrepare
mats for the pla-e where she is going to sleep and also they
have some other mats which they are going to use for carrying
the baby and it is going to be this way for the next eight
daysé&;fhe baby is not going %o be laid on the fllor they
keep holding the baby until the cighth night is over. There
would be wuite a crowd of women inside the house, slosely
related to the man andthe women of course, they are going to
help each other in the carrying of the baby during those nights.

On the tenth night, then they are going to ha e this things of

taking the mothrr to have h:r bath and all that. They have
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all the things done in a way of spoiling this newx mother.
When the time comes for her to gi e birth, they have already
prepared the thing$ for her and also there is a time when they
are going to do other sort of things like games to make her
fegl accepted and happy of this marriage, so that she does
not have any regrets because they ohly haves arranged marriage,
in the olden days. ~here is a game which they play and that

is they are going to take the skins of the taro stems and they
spill it at the house where the young unmarried men used to
sleep, and then they are going to try and catch these ladies
who brought all these and theypretend to hit them hard with

it, it is all in the game of respecaing the women and the

baby and the father also. This is like to keep them itchy

a1l the timé, because the taro lemves and the stems are two
itchy thines whem it toushes the skin., This are all that

they do when a baby is born and it goes on fa ten whole days
and nights. They spread out mats like the COCO for the baby's
bdd and also the same thing is done for the mother. they carry
the baby and some women might decide to perfrom a meke some
time tater, and this is to shew how happy it is for the women
to gife birth soon to the umen whom she married. Oncé she gives
birth, the people are going to wait and listen as to whether
it is a baby girl or baby boy, but both are accepted in the
family as long as she gives birth to a child, this is something
to theboy's family. They all expect their sons to marry women
who are abel to provide children for the men., There is some%

thingwhich they refer to as VEIDREVULA, and only our ancestors

¥nows of these things. 3But today, peorle are not observing
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these thingswhich cur ancestors did during their time and age.
You were telling me a form of shame which can affect a lot of
peole and this works out only if the girl is not as perfect

as expected from the boy's side. Could you tell me some

other forms of shame that can befall a person or a lot of
people are involved in it?

These are some of the common things that can bring about shame
to a person onlg. One is if I lie to someone, I promised to
bring him someth' ng or to dosomething for him but I did not

do it. I might promise to bring this to you but I did not
bfing it $o you. Or theee issomething from the old days
which happened, say I go to my negkghboura house and I ask her
if she could give me a tabua because I have something impor-
tant going on at home and I do not have one to present to the
people when they come to my house. He is going to give me

one and he expects me to repay it after I have done my engage-
ment and when * have it too. But it might take a long time
for me to try énd repay this other man who helped me cut in
the first place. When I go out to repay this to him, I am
going to say...THIS IS MY DIRIKI for the tabua X zaxe you gave
me the time I had none., But this fellow forgot all about this
tabua and it was a long tire after before he remembered it
again that he had not repaid his debt to his neighbour. When
he meets this person snywhere, he is going to &void his eyes
and many timeg he keeps away from this person's house because
he is ashamed of what he did, that is not repaying it on time
when she had it with her or with him, If he meets this person

anywhere, he might just wish for the soil to swallow him up
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because of the guiltiness that swept over him which also brincs
sheme to him, Then when the time comes for him to repay the
tabua this young man gave him, he is going to ask him to for
give him for what he has done becuase he did not do what he
promised him he would do after he had use that tabua which he
gave him. <+his is a custom between the people, when you give
a tabua to someone, that person is expected to pay you back
when she has it and she has to try and make it soon too. They
have their own reasons for these things which they do. Like
if they are going to ask someone to borrow their boat, after
using their boat they are going to take it up to dry land,
clean it and make any repairs if it needs repair and then they
are going to return it to the owners again. Theyhave their
own ways of repaying people for their services and of their
help in the olden days, but when someone do not repay the
other person #i for all that they've done for that person,
than he is going to feel this shame all the time he meets

up with the other guy who helped him out. And when they

go out to ask for something, it is there on their miné that
either they have to return what they asked to wuse, or try to
repay it also. If they do not do these things, then they are
going to be filled with shame all the time they rememberit.
There is also another form of shame which I heard that happens
to a person when he hears some bad news about something, maybe
itconcerns himsaaf too. Could you tell me something about this?
Phis is called ROGOVALE. Say there is one of us who stays in
a house and I come and try to cause troubké in your g£#mily,

when I have done this wrong to your family, it is going to
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cause a real disturbance in that family. When this happens,
the family whose been spciled, them can really attack this other
people after they've readlsed of what the other people did.
They can destroy some of them andthis also goes as far as these
people's plantation, theydestroy it andeverything they own

is going to be spoiled by these people. The shame is going

on to he on the familyof theman who did that something wrong.
There is also oneshame that I heard from some peCple andthey
do not know whether it is somethingthat was meant to be done

or it is just the way it is. This is when the dhief is there
and theydo not even try to talk to the chief they say that
they are ashamed to talk to the chief. What can youm say
about this?

This is not actualy a shame but is a way of their sha ing
their respect to the chief. When the chief is there, they
won't try to talk tohim to try and gain things from him, they
are going to keer quiet unless the chief talks to them. Only
when the chief talks to them, could they reply to him and talks
with him, it is defferent if thechief asks them to come and
talk with him, but if he dosen't make this sort of move, then
the villagers are going to remain silent and sit there waiting
for whatever orders the chief might give them. The chief is
the beginning of all the things that is going to happen next,
The people are not allowéd to talk any time they feel like
when the chief is there inside theg house.

In the olden days, there is a special house which is build on
a speicial place for the chief and therest of his household.

As for anyone who wants anything from the chief, there is a
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PERson here on the village who is going to take up to the chief
anything that the people in the village wants or 28k the chief
to do. This is the custom here in this village, no one is
allowéd to go straight to the chief's house and tells him of
what he or she wan's, it has to go through this first person
before the chief actually comes to kmow of it. If we want to
go andvisit the chief or if we want to see him befause of some=-
thing important, still we have to go to this person and he is
+he one who is going to take up to the chief's house. He learns
of this thing@s first before the chief is notifeid of what the
peorle wants, It is a real shame if someone justs go straight
to the chief's house and see the chief, it is not accepted in
a Fijian society for people to do this. It has to go through
this one person before the chief is informed.No one is allowed
to please himself when he is going to see the chief, this is

a shame to the person who tries to do it. Also, the chief
won't know you or where you come from unless you were accom-
panied by this one ma, who is going to introduee youto the
chief snd inform the chief the purpose of your visit. If you
do not follow the way that was followed by our ancestors, then
it is you yourself who is bringing all the shame to you and
your people.

You were telling me that if someone does something wrong that
is not accepted in society, they are going to do this thing
called the BULUBULU or something. Could you elaborate more on
that and explains @verything that is done when people does this
act of doing wrong and wants to get thin;s #traight again?

You were telling me that the serious of all shame that can
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man's side have the rightto lay their claims on the girl's
young sister, one who is younger than her and not yet married.
This is a very shameful thing to do and it brings shame both

to the parents and the relatives. They did not expect that
thing to happen, since they cannot d¢o anything now, all they
hewe to do is to sacrifice their other daughter to go and

be that men's wife.l'his is all due to the girl's fault and

it can also be laid on the parents for not taking care of theri
davghter. The man does not want anything that hzs been used

by someonc else to be his, he wants the whole thing to belong
to him, so the only thing todo to remove that shame is for them
to give their other duaghter to be the man's wife, when they

do this, then the past i forgotten and all is well again.

You were telling me that another thing that cames shame to
befall on a person when he lies to someone or he didn't fulfill
his promise. Is he going to stay the same way all throughout
the rest of his life, or is he going to do something to try to
get rid of the sahme that befalls him,

When I do something wrong, thet is I lied to my frined to one
of my relatives, I am going to feel ashamed of it afterwards.
The other person might not remember it after sometimes, but

as for me it is always theee haunting me and later on it can
destroy the rélationship which is between me and the other fellow.
I won't forget what I did to him and I am going to avoid him

at all times which can create a gap betwren his contact with
me. The only thing that I cem do is for me to approach that
person and tell him of what actually happengd that made me

forgot all about the things that I was suppose to do.
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Let's say that I asked him if he could lend me that thing

or somethingfor me to use in times of trouble. But I did
not try to pay him back in time, the ohly thingthat I could
do kow is for me to go to his house and tell him as to why

I am not able to pya him bseck on time because of this trouble
at home maybe. I had a lot of things on mind and the thing
that I borrowed from him which I was suppose to repay just
slipped my mind. After saying all these things to him or
making this confessébn, I am going to feel a bit easy now that
he knows why I am not giving him the things that I promised
him to repay as soon as I have another one;*DBut maybe, the
other person might just say for him to forget the whole thing
and when he needs it anytime in the future he can just come
across to him and ask him for his help. ?his time they have
both decided to do and they have eome up with an agreement,
now that they have both said their piece, there is no neéd
for the other person to feel that shame in him all the time
he meets this other person. But still when you meet up %ith
this other person and you know that you haven't repaid the
debt you owe him, youwould fegl guilty a liitle bit although
you have both promised to be of help to one another., When
this thing happen they try to do somethingto get it over with
and done also., But in the olden days, when someone goes to
someone elsé's house to ask them for some help, they are going
to try to repay it at a very short time from the moment they
ask for the other person's help. They call this thing as
VEIDIRIKI.

There is something else that occupies my mind and it is about
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the shhme that befalls a person who might fefuse to doamkyhh
anything that deals or concern the welfare of the village.
¥hen they are told to do something, they fefuse to do it and
they say that sometimes, the people does something to him

to make him realise that it is a real big shaméqfor him to be
avoiding all the things that are done in the village. Can
you tell me precisgly as to what are they going to do to make
that person feel ashamed of what he is going?

I have been a turaga ni koro at Serau for quite 5 lidng time
too and I know of these things although I do not let the
people know that what they are doing is wrong until the time
comes when I know tha they've been doing this thing quite
often., This is what I do, I am going to avproach this person
and I tell him straight that what ever thing he is doing is
wrong and should be stopred immediately. If not, I can take
his name up to the chief and the chief knows how to punish
such people who do not follow the chief's orders or what they
are expectdd to do for the village. But there is another way
of punishing this people, add that is they are going to have
a meeting and in this meeting they are goingto eall out all
thenames of the people who had not been doing their part in
the village. The men or the chiefs concerned for the correc-
ting of theee people, they are going to come out and they are
going to say all theyhave to say, and whytever things they are
going to say to these people, it is going to bring real shame
over them and they wish that they did not attend the meeting.
We have people in the village who takes care of such delicate

matters, because some people do ndb know what to do when it
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is time for them to go out and do something for their village. %
When they do not do such things, they aee told off because

they are not doung their duty and also when people look at
them and they say these and that, they feel ashame of themsel-
ves so they start carrying out their duties again as expected
of them. There is another way of punishing such people if
they do not carry out their role in the village and that is
they are being strapped or given whacks maybe four to five
stpokes and if they keep doing it, the number of strokes is
going to be incressed. Byt for some people as soon as they

are told that this is wpoong they stop immediately and they
changed themselves. That is how the village deals with such
people is they do not want to obey the chiefs command and this
is done in front of everyone in the village and there are times
when the chief does the telling off himsalf and the giving

of the strokes to those people who are +he nuisance in the
village. The turaga ni koro can also be the person who is
going to give them a hding when the time comes for them to

be stroked. The turaga ni koro is the sole person who is going
to keep an eye on the people to see that they are doing the
right thing. If he sees someone doing this wrong, he is going
to blow the dabui and the meeting is held where this people

are going to receive their punishment inflicted on them. But
as soon as they go out from the place where they had the meeting
again they go and do the same mistake again, and again the
turaga ni koro is going to blow the davui, another meeting is
held snd the same people are going to be given the treatment
they deseryed. It is a very bad thing, when you do something



Cont'd Page 15

wpbng and you try and run away from your punishements. You
should learn to accept them like everyone else. Once you
first taste what the punishment is like, you won't do the same
wrong again, because you xnow how bad it is for you to do that
because of the inlicted punishment.

You have told me all the things that you know about this topic
shame and what can be done to either remove that shame or to
lessen the feeling of it. Could you tell me something more
about this topic shame and where can we feel it and when?
There are a lot of ways in which shame can be feklmd by some
one. This is one of them, if say that the girl's parents are
told that their daughter is going to marry this particular
maen from the other family. They are going to let the other
people know of what is going to happen to this two people

when they grow up. When they meet, these two people meet
somewhere, they are going to feel ashame of each other and
they are going to try to avoid the other because of this

shame feeling they had for one another.

The other one is say all the men or all the young boys &&
st.ying in this house have had their penis or sex organs
circumseédeed and I am only the one left that should have mineé
operated on. This is going to be a time when I am going to
feel a big shame coming over me be€ause of all the people

in my gge group the men I am talking about have ahd their

sex organs circumciseé but not me., They are going to tease

me and say all sortd of things about me. This is one shame
that an individual boy can experience while he is growing up.

So the only thing to do now %o get rid of this shyness and
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shamefulness which he had when the other men teased him of

not beigg cicumcised.There must be other thiggs which can
people can feel when they are growing up. There are some
others but I do not know of them because I might have forgotten
but those are some of the acta and commitments that can bring
shame to some people., That is all.

Thank you very much.
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