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I'm one who used to circumsised boye in the Siéén days of my
life, The circumsistn is done in the +traditional way by the used
of bamboo. The bamboo is btpvought then cut intoihalves with the inner
layer to be brought and carve properly.,
This neatly carved piece of bamboo is brought and prlaced inside the
penis flesh. The bamboo is inserted in so that the top layer of
the skin slides over the barboo Xy Before the bamboo is inserted +the
renis flesh is thouroughly massaged and palled continously to make
it very fine and thin before kyzx the cut is to be made.
I also used a certain leaves for medicine which is called TALAWAIVOU.
This pSWEE: is applied if the wound continiie to be bleeding
regardless of the first wound-medicine.
If I cut a flesh of penis and the blood continue to flow, this

LALARSANVE
medicine,lg ® when applied will surely stop the flow of the blood.
freg

tech therouwsin
When the top leyer of the ‘penis is theurf;’:é\b'}y masaged, the bamboo is
inserted inside the flesh to the desired mark and the cut is made

Flech
on the f from the mark to the top end tip of the pensd penis.

The cut is kede on the fxexf fromxthe skin flesh with the bamboo
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rreventing any injure to the penis flesh,

In the 6lden days the ancestors used e bamboo and the mussels shellx
for the cutting of the flesh. In the days of my duties, I used the
long rager. The procudure for the cutting is the same except for

the useage of the long blade. X

When t he cut is made, the two disected flesh shrinked to the bottom
gide of the penis, The medicine LATAWAIVOU is usegd or applied to the
bottome side of the penis. The medicine LATAWAIVOU is used or applied
to the stop the blood before the bandage is to be done. The masi or
taps is used for the bandage. Before ti=e bandage is done, the
leaves which is called BATIBATIKOROX( mile-a-minute) is wrapped
around xx the wound. After that the = bandage is dome,

The boys who are circumsised will stay indoor for about four days,
During these four days, I would be with them attending to their

wound., Beside me thetre would be also some zmimx agsistant wheé will

help me in the changing of the boY's bandage.

Every morning and afternoon the boys, my assiatant and T would g0 to
the river to wash and g change the bandage Xm of the wound.,

Everyday during those four days the parent and the relatives of the
ZXrm circumsed boys would bring food tqhs. They would bring dalo,
yams, chickens and all sorts m® of food to us. On the fourth night
there would be a feast which is called he VAKA BOGI VA or the fourth
night ceremony. During this ceremony, the parents and the relatives
would bring clcthes mats and food such as Pigi and presented them

to usyf =

At one time I circumsised 6 boys. 0, the go fourth night jour staying
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together with the boys the parents presented me with mats, clothes
and food to take hgﬁh uxik with me. I really gain much from the
ceremony. All the materials which I msgd bribught, I gave them to my
parents,

It was the year of 1952 was my lasy ymax circumsion for the boys.
After that the boys are taken to the hospital for circumsion.

Before when I used to practise circumcision, I would have a 1%& of
food, mggt; and other gifts, Today, as I can see; the hospital method
of circumcision is 3&2& and easy,

- Talking about circumcision, I believe the boys age would be,.....
There would be no age limit concerning the circumcision of a boy.

As long gs the boy wishes or the parents widhes, circumcision can

be done, There is no certain age for this ceremony.

Before the boys are to be circumcisied in the olden days, they wouldd
be asked first if they had been in bed with a girl or not. If one
of the boys had been out with the girl, that particular boy would be
the last to be circumsised. This is because the boy would fain#%r
feel very weak during the process of circumsion. Regardless of the g
age group, the boys or Eg%g% man who are to be circumsised are éEELt
of all asked if they are out with a girl or not.

Those who are éggL.a girl would be the last on the list of circimsion
As I've mentioned already, those who are with a % ZExXYId girl would
E feel %§%§ or even faint but these e who are not with thex® girl
would go gzggééﬁt the circumsion,uk without any difficulty.

- I wish if you could tell me if a father wants his son to be EXren
circumsied, what procedure would +the father take; would he ﬂgﬁéﬁf

some gifts and present to them man,or

There a
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There are two ways in which circumsion can be planned. One is that
the father can go to the cirecumeision man and ask him; or Secondly
the boy¥ may planned to go toggther to the circumeision man and ask to
have their flesh cut.

Boys whd planned to come together are conscious that they are grown
up and it is time for them to be circumeised, Boys are sometimes
forced themselves to be circumcised through their shame of staying
uncircumcised. Boys who stayed uncircumcised ate often the target of
eritism, Wopds or égggllike BOCI or TOKAWALU ( indirect ggggifor "
uncircumcised) are often called out to themIn the olden dyas it is

a shame for a boy or young man to saty uncircumcised.

= I wish if you could tell me: since you are axxXx one of the
circumcision man, is there any special occassion or time for the
circumcision to be carried out or depend on the desires of the other
parties?

No, there is noe specific time for circumcision, When I sé%?’in the
village, I always ready for the practise. If anybody comes to me
anytime asking to be circumsised I would do it rght there. There
is no special occasion in which this practiged cou1'ld be carried
out,.

2 - I wish if you could teil me vwhere dmxtmm would you carry out ym
your practised?

The place of circumcision will also dépends on the guts or courage
of the boys. The boys and I could go out inot the forest without
anybody in the village knowing and carry out the pragtise, If the
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boys have great courage, the pracrise of circumcision could be done
in just 2 house,

I forgot to tell you that before a boy's flesh &8 to be cut a piece
of hard wood is given to him to hold in his mouth, This piece of
hard wood is to be bitten during the moment of the cut., Before the
cut id just to start, the circumcision man woudd tell the boy to bite
that piece of hard wood very hard. This was only done to lessen the
pain done on the flesh cutting,

In the village if you will ask a boy if he is circumcised or not, you
would ask him in the indrect way by saying if he has already bitten
the wood or not. Hearing this the baéy would know what you are =mkx
asking about,

- You mentioned that you and the boys would go %m out in to the forest
so that nobody would know thet the practife is about to be done,

X wkiéﬁ if you could tell me who are to rrrrEERtpresent Im if the
practise is to be done,

I would be giving the boys my assistance. My assistant would be
reskponsible in the hdlding txk tight of the boys during the momnet
of the cut. My assistant wouddx fold the boy's hands while I would
be EXxlk with the raezor slidingthe skbn-flesh of the renis,

- Could you yell me what kind of bamboo was specially used in the
olden days for circumcision,

The bamboo used for circumcision in the olden days is a thick one
which is called or termed as the BITU NI VALAGI or the European bambbd
This bamboo is brought then c.rved very carefully. It is saidx to be

very shrap ,s a razor blade, If you touched it cagrefully, you could

be injured.
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- You meptioned that the gncestﬁrs in the early days were using
mussels shells fro circimecision, is that possible?

Yes, thats true. Whenthe shells is ksinnedimy ie. the outer ps
layer of the shell is peeled off, the shell is then very sharp
and ready FP be used for cutting. The thinner the edge of the shell

the hMit is,

- You mepttioned that when the flesh is cut along side the bamboo

fgu‘{

the flesh fall apart. Could you $cll me about these,apart flesh

and Eﬁéitis done to it or is there any special care towards it?

The two flesh would just shrink to the bottom of the penig. The
medicine is t@ﬁn appiied to +this area thomoughly and bandgme
properly. The two flesh would automatically fall apart to the desired
position.y

-~ You mentioned about the mark to be made before the cuttingishio be
m.de, Could you tell me where would place this mark and how this

is domna,

The mark would be done exactly on the spot where the skin of the
penis becomes tight when it is massagex towards the abdomengx.

At this point when the cut is made, the two rear flesh wouldeasily faixx
fall apart.

- What gbout the piece Cf hard wood?2

Sometimes when t he piece of hard wood has fallen to the ground

after the cutting, it had falled into the two piece. That shows

how had the bite had been., The thicker the s8kin of the penis,the
harder the bite would k® habe to be,

2 - You mentioned about the medicine called the IATAWAIVOU. Is there
any other medicine us.,d for the practise? I heard that the bud of

the breadfruit tree is also used for the pracfise, is this true?
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For instance if after 1 day or 2 days the woumd is xx still swdllen
the bud fo the breadfruit tree is brought and wrapped around the
swollen area of the wound. The bud 07{ the breadfruit tree would
lower and lessen the swollen area. Another medicine which could be
used instead of the bud fm of the breadfruit tree is the leaves which
is called the TEIDRAU.

As for the MASI it is throughly wrapped around the wound. Thisis
done carefully and neatly.

Sometimes when the boys, who are circumcised, started to have erdction
they would have hard times because thexprxmsmex pressure of the
bandage on their wound. I always have few bottles with cool water

to give to the boys &f this happen. When erection starts the boys
would first take the bottle ends place it between their legs.tAt
once the penis wound shrink to normal and things would be cool =z
again,

Sometimes erection can czsuse blood to flow gain on the wound and

it is advised to the boys to have their bottles feady as soon

as the erectiin is about to occur. The cool water codls the
Ereation off,

- You mentioned that you will be staying with the circumciséd boys
until the fourth night. Could you $ell me is there i® a specidl
place for all of you to in or would just use your house for you
and the boys ¥ to in?

When the news of the circumcision is heard among the parents, they
would decided which house is best for us to stay in. There is no
special house, We ® would go to any house and all the parent7%ould
cater for us until the fourth night.

On the <fourth night the parents would present =mx me with gfts ax
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and feasts.

- During your stays with the b@ys, is there any advise or things to
talk about for the boys?

A1l the time we would be chatting and making little jokes now and
them to make them g hagpy.

- Could you tell me about the changing of the bandage?

The changing id& done twice a day- morning and in the afternnon.

¥ The changing og of the bandage is often ddne in the water.

The biys would go and dip themselves down to soften the bandage,

After the bandgge is soft, then only it x can be changed. Somtimes
changing of the bandage is also a hard thing because if this is

not done carefully, the wound would start to bleed again.

- You mentioned that gifts would be presented to the bays, espcially
the mats in which they will lay upon. Smrk Could you tell mefhcih
sides fo the boy's family would be doing the presenting of this

mats and gifts.?

First of all the parents would present their £ giftd to theifboya.

After, both sides of the boy's relatives could present their gifts.
The boy's relation could also =x help in the catering until the
fourth nights.

- I wish if you could tekl me what would actually happen on the
fourth night.

On the fourth nibght there would be a ceremony which also mark the
end of the circumcision ceremony. There would be feasting and dancing
(meke). Pepple would be in a merry mood on that night. The whole

village would participa e in thet jmmyx joyful night.
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- I heard that the already used bandages(masi) are to be hung......
Yes, that is true, The used bandages are often hung on the branches
of the trees near the river where the changing of the bandage used
to take phace. It is believed that by hanging the used bandages;
the wound on the peni® would cure fast and very well.),

People who # would come to the river would kmew immediately nkégﬁj
that some boys are being circumcised by just looking or seeing the
hanging used bandages.

- Is there any TABOO which you would advise the boys to follow
before or after the circumcision?

Yes, I would forbid them from eating salty +things because this
would not healed the wound quickly.

- zgg mentioned that you would be receiving alot of gifts during
the fourth night ceremony. Could you tell me what kind of gifts
would you expect or ﬁ%g%—kiﬂi.would your relatives present tﬁ&ou?
When I used to £8 go this practise I give no concern to gifts
presented to me, I only care for the food which is preapred for me.
The gifts for me is the only concern of my parents,

- You mentioned that & there are u=m tE;)catergories of people to be
circumcised/ One is for the virgin boys and the other is for boy
who had ¥=mmxg been with a girl, Could you tell me = is there any
different procedure in the process of circumcision you would take
in *ds to the two catergory.

The virgin boys are easy to cut. Their flesh is tender and soft
and give me no trouble. E Whereas in the other group it would be
difficult because the =& skin would be thick. The cutting od the
thingkelskén ® would take a bit of pressure; and sometimes the
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boy who are circumcised would faint and the piece of stick ke is
biting would torn mmk into 2 piece,

- I heard that in some places of VANUA LEVU, the cirocumcised boy
is forbidden to see a pregnant woman. Is this so in this place of
yours?

No. This is not so in the place. The only thing is that the young
girls are advised not to come near the place wher, the boys are
staying. If young girls come near, they are too tempting and they
may spark an erection to the boys whichix would only make things
worst fof the wound on the penis. v
- Thank you very much. If there is anything kem you ;;%; to add or
tell concerning the ciruumcisioh of the boys in ghthe olden days?

In the olden days % circtncidion 4d not an easy thing 1like waht
you are emperiencing it tpday. It take alot of pain for a boy to

be circumcised. Today, it is easy and it is very fine. I really
appreciated.éﬁg the modren idea of circumcision which are ourboys

of today are going through,

In the olden days after circumcision, boys are still very afraid

of girls. Eventhough we are r d to be a step ahead in the
mﬂﬁiiﬁhoa; but we are still afraid of girls or woman,

There @re sickness which are common among the sexual cont®ét in
the oldeég,is eafled BOUAT, Whe ‘riotin would i 'be vere pais B
weak x everytime. The victim may see a house-fly thinkin9 that it
was a big bird. This sickness happen ed to boys when in contact with
the woman., That is why circumcised bows is_ﬁeiégﬁcareful and afraid
of girla.

That is all I could tell yOUee.eosoosssensess

Thank you very much.

THE END



