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INSTALEENT OF A NEW CHIEF

The informantion given today is about the instalment of g new chief
for the people of Vitogo, who is addressed as the Tui Vitogo, hold

by our people from the past and also of today. *‘he firt instylament
ceremony which they held here in Vitogo, the chief was Ratu Jone,
they did not have it done the traditional way. The chiefly clan

and also those in the village decide for him to drink the cup o#f
yaqena presented from the people to him, and also this is a custom

of our people. Then comes the instalent of Ratu Jovesa Tana, he

is also the Tui Vitogo and he ,28 the first person who has the

real ceremony gone for him here in the village of Vitogo.

When they instal a new chief for the village of Vitogo, there

are dwo groups of people who meet, one is the MANUQILA and the

other is YAVUTU, both comes from the yavusa called TUNULOA. These
two i tokatoka or group of people discuss and their agteement reached
is then the first step to the chossing of the chief. Then +they

call a meeting together with the yavusa called NABAKAIfrom the vilage
of NAVIYAGO. This yavusa from this village is then informed of

the agreeement and the idea which the two i tokatoka, Tunuloa and

Yavutu have come up with.

After all come up with this agreement on this issue, that is they
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have all agreed to have this chief or person instal to be their new
chief, a day is chosen yhen they hold this ceremony. Aftetr they

have chosen a date for the ceremony, themessage is taken out to all
those mes:engers to take the message to all the other i tokatoka

who does this ceremony to turn up on this day. All these other
peorle yho are really close to the people of Vitogo, they gre all
invited to come and join the people of Vitogo #m in their ceremony
for their new chief.

On this day, the willage of Vitogo would look forward to and also

they have prepmeéd all those things which they need for this ceremony.
All the people of the village, men and women, prepare things for the
ceremony, food for theceremony, and also in their recei¥ing all those
guests and visitors of the day. ‘hese guests from other nearbyg villages
calls for treir chiefs and someother import:nt men of the village.

The peorle of Vitogo are dressed in their traditional clothes and also
the village is clean and at it's best outlook. The people have vesa
and also the house where the instalment is to take place is also
prepared, and this is at Sukanacagi.

lhis ceremony which they held for the present chief of today the cup
of the instalment of the chief was given to him at this house at
Sukanacagi. This is a custom established and still followed herec

in Vitogo. During the ceremony, then they present thetabua called
the TABUA NI VANUA(the people's tabua for the,eremony) and with this
tabua, they ask the new chief to take care of all the people here in
Vitogo, and also of their life, this include the land, animals they
reared. At this time, this is the giving of all these things to

the chief for him to protect them and also those things which they

own. If they need any help they want him to help them and also if
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they are in trouble, they want him to do things to comfort them.

It can also mean = disaster for all of them, so the people are asking
him to be there with them and share with them all these thinss they
meet on their lives.

The Tui Vitogo acceptes the tabua dnd also he makes his promise to
his people that he is going to do all they ask and also he will

die for his own people. 4ll these things which they ask of him, he
promise to do it for them. He is going to protect them, sive tkem
comfort and also make gure they go not guffer from any pain of any
sort. A4s for the people, they have given him the power to own and
lead all those things in the village.

Also after that, they have already mixed the yaqona ceremony and this
is ecalled the YAQONA VAKATURAGA NI VEIBULI(the chiefly yagona geremony
for the instalment of the new chief). After he accepted thetabu, then
he drinks the yagona. After his turn, someone or his me tanivanua
drinks sedond to him. The matanivanua people belong to the MATADILO
clan. One of them accepts the second cup of yagonaalter the chief.
After they have dcne the ceremony there at the chiefly house at
Sukanacagi, now the people of Vitogo have their new chief. In the
afternoon then they have thepresentation of food for the peremony

and also they have other forms of entertainment to show how much

they feel happy about it and also of how relieved they are that

the ceremony is done. As for the people, they feel now that there

is gomeone at the chief's place and they should now be going their
duty for their chief.

One of themost important things which I wish to share with you,

this chief Ratu Jovesa Tana, he got instaled the traditional way

or they refer to this as VAKAVANUA here at the house at Sukanacagi.
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As for Ratu Josefa Sorosoro the son, and Ratu 4pisai Naitoko and

the Tui Vitogo now who is also called Ratu Jovesa Tana Junior, all
these chiefs were installed but first, they were taken to the
church where there was a church service before they return to

the chief's house where the other ceremony or traditional ceremonies
were held. First was that ceremony at the church, then it is

then followed by or their drinking the cup of yaqona and receiving
the tabua, both fot the ceremony. this is something which they
changed when they czme to this present time. For these three former
Tui Vitogo, they first were taken to the church then to the house
where all the traditional .eremonies are to take place. This is

in the twelve years paseed. WHENXHEFE Why they have this change

it is all because of their wanting to associate their traditional
things with their faith or their church here in Vitogo.

You told me that two i tokatoka in this yavusa are the ones, who
decide who is to be the new chief. Doea that also mean that someone
froin the same yavusa as you is going to be chosen to be the new
chief or how does this thing g£0€Ss.cssescccscsssscccesne

ig for this yavusa who are said to be the chiefly clan, they belong
to a totally different yavusa from the ones which we telong to.

They belong to the yavusa of VANUAKULA. One of the people from

this yavusa would have to be chosen to be our Tui Vitogo. As for
the yavusa who is gaid to yon this village, that is the yavusa of
Tunulca. I beong to this yavusa and there are many other yavusa in
this village. <There is the other one, yavusa of Nabakai, some of
the people here in Vitogo are there in Naiviyago, and they make up

this yavusa of Nabakai. They live in another village, not here

in Vitogo.
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Yoes that mean that the people in the i tokatoka of Tunuloa deciée
who should be thenew chief....ceees

Yes, the i tokatoka of Tunuloa deciée who is to bé the new chief

and also we pick the person from the yavusa of Vanuakula. These

are the people ho belong to the chiefly clan here in this village.
This has been given to these people so that they can be made or
installed to be our chief, or Tui Vitogo.

Does that mean that these people,ho belong to the yavusa of Vanuakula
comes from a totally didferent place from here Or........

These group of people are said to have come from the people living

in Tatua. These people comes from Tavua gnd they stayed here, for

su we decided to make them our chiefs. So now thejine goes on, they
are still the ones who are made Tui Vitogo.

How do you go about in your decideing as to who should be made the chief?
When we decide as to who should bemade the new chief or the Tui Vitogo
we look into his ways, his charecter, his leadership. Also for

those children born in this chiefly clan are brogghh up, they way
they are brought up are shown by the way they behave or their behaviour.
A1s0 their manners, their sociability and their leadership in

thin~s hedd in the village. This is how they are judged, clased and
then when we know we have found the right person, again we find

other good things and bad things about him, compare it with the
othefs. But always we come up with a good person. A lot of times,
the choosing of the chief is gecicded upon byx the person's good
behaviour and also of the good manners this person has got, the
hardship of work he gives for the village, and also if he spend a

lot of times doing things for the village. They also see @if this
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person can lead the peoble in the village, take care of 2ll things
done in the village. A1l these are importan so these people making
the decision should be very ,areful with the shoosing they make.
Always they come up with the right person, but it can also happen,
their choosing a wrong person to hold this position. But the

people in the village suffer and they know the mistake they have done.
After you have made the chcosing then you ca.ll this chief-to-be

to come to your meeting oreeececese o 9w W e

After these two i tokatoka have talked of this and they have come

up with a name, these two groups are the mainpeople who decide and

v ick the Tui Vitogo, no one else besides them. Here the lanugila and
Igvutu. Then the itanuqila degdéde of a name, then they call the

i tokatoka of Yavttu. As for this i tokatoka Yavutu, they are our
leader of the yavusa Tunuloa. This is just a ceremonial change over
done byour chief during their time. As for this i tokatoka they own
this wvillage, that is the ¥ tokatokaof Manugila, theym own this
village here in Vitogo. ©Some of the villages subjectcd here to
Vitogo are Naviyego, Vatubuli,Teidamu, lMatawalu gnd Namoli.

After these two i tokatoka decide on somenone, then they call in

the yavusa of Nabakai. They gre told that this is the name which
they have have chosen or we have chosen to be the new chief.

A lot of times, people argue o¥er it, not any of this chief choosing
would there be not an argument. But this is not something new, some-
times peoyple have to argue and fight over a lot of things, this is
one. This is ocneof the reasons which makes the choosing of a chief
lap to more than a year or it can take more than two years even.

Just for theone.hich they held last year, the choosing of the chief

was not done by us but by others who were not suppose ©o haze
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any say at 2ll in the phoosing of the chief. I am saying now, if
they do not gtick to the right people who glways do these sort of things
then they aXakx also will mix up the geremonies and other things which
they hold when a new chief is instaled. Yor some people tho should
not open their mouth, they go so. ©~o the gjame thing goes for those
who go not have any gay in +he instalment of the chief, make up their
own minds to do what they think is right. Here is where the whole
thing corrupts and the innocent people are left not knowing yhat is
going on. But majority of the people here knows that the people

who belong to thei tokatoka of Manugila are the people --ho makew
the final decisions. Whatever they say goes. For their leader, all
the people look forward to him and ready to serve him also. As for
the chief hgs got the same idea on his head.

The choosing of this new chief to be the Tui Vitog, you decide on
thisnew person, when the former chief is 8till alive Orecececcecses
Very well. Here in this village and 21lso in this land, they do

not discuss who ghould become the next Tui Vitogo when +he rarmer
chief is still alive. <The power and the strength of the people of
this particular place is all in the h@mxd®s hands of this chief

still alive., 1f something oces wrong, it is going 4o be wrong still
while he is alive. 4s for the peoﬁle in this matagali or i1 tokatoka
they have no right to think up of another new name when the former
chief is still alive. It might +ake a long time, But the anners,
the charecters of this person who is t0 be made chief, this is
watfhed and shown also. The people knows it yhen they gee him come
and go. As for this person, he might have another brothey, sister,
and his own family. What he joes and how he behaves, thisis sloswly

watched, for those people who choose the chief, they do nbt open
W : v
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their mouths to reveal such secrets.

The former Tui VYitogo pass away, as for the next Tui “itogo, is likely
the stn of the Tui Vitogo chosen to be the next Tui Vitogo 0reecscss
This is only gecided upon the type of leadership someone has got.

We have never chosen or picked someone _hose got degrees and have a
good edcuation background. Like for the present chief today, he's
got a lot of brothers and those older than his father who holds

~00d position in the government and they all have good education
background. We did not pick any of them but the one ho worked
there at a mill factory. We do not show we are tracing thisperson's
life and all that, this is something which is kept a secret and those
involved in the choosing are the only ones who knows what is going
on. Also if they know that this is the right person, they don't

do the ceremony gtraightaway but they have to wait until the former
chief pass away then they take care of the next ceremonies.

When the former chief have passed away, can you tell me the period
of time the villagers are left without a new chief before they

do this ceremony Orecceccse

For this, it took us three years before we came up with the right
person and so we have another new chief. Three years after the
death of the former chief, then we had another chief who is still
with us today. Verylong. This is a difference with some other
places, but the only thing ,;hich took us for three y.ars to do

this, because we have a lot of difference. 3So just last yeazm, after

three years of not having a chief, we now have one.
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As for the instalment of the present chief, we did not take part in
it, but the yavusa who do not have any right whatsoever in this matter
did it by themselves, without even waiting for ua to hear what we
think is the best thing to do. As for this matagali yho came to pick
the chief, they should have worked for the ,eremony, do the cooking
and preparing the lovo and all that, but instead they wanted to jump
right aboye us and make the gecision themselves. This is the begi-
nmning of a new change.

Then you have this person whom you ®mant to be the new chief. Lhen
theother yavusa is called and they are informed. <1hen comes the time
when you have to get ready for theceremony, I heard that the house
where the ceremony is held is there at Sukanacagi........

I wish to say gomething. Ve have nne man yho is known as the TURAGA
NI YAVUSA(head of the yavusa). In this same yavusa, they also make
up a new committee. ss for this house called Bukanacagi, this is

the village house, where they hold mcetngs and other important

events of the village of Vitogo. It is in this house where the
instalment of the new chief is held.

As for this house you are going over to decorate this and then......
Yes, but for the ceremony which they had just recently they did
nothing of the sort. In the tlden times, this wasa Fijian house
build from Fijian materials but today this is made out of timber,
build out of timber. When they are going to have a ceremony there,
511 they need to do is to clean the place up and that is all.

If you go out there in the villace, you will be able to find this big
homse right there in the micdle of the village.

But the house is mwver decorated when they are ready io make a

ceremony in this house at Sukanacagi..
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£s for this chief who you _re going to instal does he have any gpecial
clothes which he should wear when he attends this CEYCHONY OFesncess
Yes. The Tui Vitogo gets dreused here st the i1 tokatoka of Manugila
then he is taken to the house of ceremony. He gets dressed with one
of us, somcthing which our ancestors have been going. But today
this is something yhich is also done by our elder brother, the one
who is older than me. After they have got dressed, then they make
their wyay into the village. This is the type of ceremony which they
hold now, which calls for the church first before they go to _Suka-
nacagi where the rest of the ceremonies are carried out there.
They are taken to the church, we have gome warriors or LIGA NI KAU
clan standing there on their side, guarding the ~eremony, also some
to walk on their side. 4Also behind them we 'ave all the turaga ni
yavusa of all the yavusa in this village walk behing them. Vhen
they know that this ceremony will e held soon, all kinds of people
et ready, those who belongto the arrior clan and those who gurad,
these people placed on guard, stand there to mske sure that they
don't have any shouting or noise which c:n disturb the silence the
people want while the ceremony is underway. There sho.ld not be a
voice heard or anyone trying to create fun someplace near here. If
someone is found qoing so, he is geverely punished by these people
on guaré. <Loday, these things are not all that serious. Cnly for
that so ghort a time should they remain very queit and no noise
of people or animals should be heasd. It takes them two or more
than two hours when the instalemnt of chief gets underway¥. All
these things, guards and all that are done on this day. &as for the
chief and the person from our matagali who is aCccompanying him are

all dressed in kumi and they make their yzay to the church shere the
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church gervise comes first before the traditional one.

4s for the last instalment which they had in the church, they even
had one priest who was inviged to come and place his hands and bless
the new chief. They laid their hands on the he:d of thisperson
made to be the new Tui Vitogo. As I've said, this is during this
age when men wish to associsite everything they are doing with
christianity. '

after all these, they all return again to thisplace where the
traditional ceremony is to be held. This is where they present the
tabua and also of the drinkingof the yagona for the instalemnt of
this new chief.

As Tor thege people yho are known to be the LIGA NIXAU, who are
these peoples. e son e o

These people who are called the LIGA NI KUA, they are the people -ho
211 belong to the same clan and they guard or protect the chiff

in times of trouble. 4is for anyone who might be creating fun and
noise around thegrea where the ceremony is taking place, they deal
with such. Also if gomething happens during the ceremony, all other
veople remmin but they are the onesswho act to do something. They
have thepowet to do anything they want., They are theones who

hold their clubs andgtand on guard.

These people the liga nikua, when it is time for them to take up their
position in this area, they also will have to wear traditionsal costumes

Or.........-.-.

They also wear their our traditional clothes which they have and kno w

is theirs.

What kind of clothes do they wear when they go out to do their part?

They all wear traditional clothese, and also their faces on gome
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parts are painted black. +hey use their clubs, all othess.

Is there a meaning of their painting their race black on some spot=m
only like you mentiomnd?

+he only reason 1 can think of, is that they are showing themselves
ready. They ghow the people they have accepted this role and they
are giving themselves up now to do the work, all their hearts and
mind is on this work which they are going 40 do and that is to act as
guards during the ceremony. Also for those people who qee them, they
have the right idea #hat this people mean well and they are gerious
with what they are doing, so they feel Irightene again gnd they do
not try to do anything to upset these people. They hold their =Xxkmx
clubs and they can make use of their tlubs zlso.

They use their clubs on......

To glub anyone who disobey what they have said. Anyone who spoils
the ceremony, or create disturbance during the ceremony are teeated
or dealt with by these people.

The two warriors or liga ni kau chosen to accompany the €hief and
theperson from your i tokatoka accompany them to the church and back
to the house where the last of all ceeemonics is to be dON€.ceieesoss
Yes, they all walk to the church and then back to Sukanacagi. And
for these guards who went with them, they stand ther¢ outside to
guard the main entrance into the house. They do not enter the

house as well but remain outside. After the ceremoni:s, all the
things related to the instalment of the new chief, then they have

to present a gift or some thin:s to the liga ni kau jo thank them
for what they gid on that day. These things are presented to them

like asking them to lower their clubs and not +o use it now that

everything is over.
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What is the name of this gifts and other things which they give to
the liza ni koUeieese

They have a name for it but I have forgotten.

During the instalment ceremony, is it gllowed to anyone toc come and
watch while the seremony g0es Oflececeveeeese..

As for this instaleent which we have just had, there were wuite

a gatheringx of people invited to come to Vitogo, and they yere all
welcomed here at Vitogo. \ie have a lot of important people from
the city of Lautoka and some other people whom we felt should be
invived. Also, chiefs from our nearby villagea and those subjected
to our own were invited to come. But ye did not allow anyone ho
feels like watching to come and take part in this. Only those who
were invited came and those who gid not, remained. Also the reople
in this village were not allowed to watch the ceremony being done.
This is a taboo. The reason why they are not allowed because

only chiefs take part in this ,eremony and also there are other
chiefs there, so they need to stay gway from this rlace to show
they gqo respect these chiefs, and also the chiefs of our own village
here, Also the ceremony of the yagona ni veibuli is not gomething
which should be exposed when done, also when the presentation

of the ,abua is done, no one ghould try to do something to attract
the attention of the people, all eyes are on the person doing it
and also on the eys of the person to be instaled chief. As for the
people, theyonly stay there in the house and +hey listen and wait
to carry out orders from those running the whole ceremonies.

Are there any yaboos which they tell the people they should not do

on that day, they might be told not &0 do this and that..eeecceees

On the day when they hold all these ceremcnies, this is going to
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Does that mean that ;his is good news when they are tocld he or she is
to be the next Tuil Vitegoswivssscivs

Yes, this is really great news, for some other places, people might
giwe excuse gaying they don't want to take it because there should

be gomeone else for the position, they don't deserve it, but for these
peorle they know themselves, they know they cannot do a1l these
things expected of them. You gannot hate this, when they make the
chose, you the person should eccept, if not then this is like an
offence, the people ,ho chose you fecl offended. But for some peoplé
when given this opportunity they fell great and they really want to
hold on to it. Maybe it can happén here, as I've already said with
this woman whom we wanted but she turned us down.

Before we end this interview is there anything else you would like

to say about the topi¢, instalment of a chief, I invite you now to
share it with Me.sweevsovses

One of the things which I wish to tell you is the story of instalment
of a chief and all that, this is something which is very important
and should be kncwn by 211 the people of this particular village or
rlace, they should know how their chief is chosen and what are the
ceremonies and other things held on that day, as for the way it is
done here in Vitogo, I &t w& have already explained it to youi. IT

it is right ot wrong now, this is what the people are doing now, B0
the only thing which we should do is to try and sawe or preserve
these ceremonies and all that left so that it does not go away or
disappear. Another thing, there are two many people yho want to
change the pattern and the manner in which such things are dealt with,

the pattern which our ancestors used during their time, but for many

people today they want to have thelr own.
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be a very rusy day, because the people of Vitogo themselves will
have to feed these people who our guests and visitors. Since all
those people in the other side of the village comes here, so what

we do is to feed them before they return to their own villages.

We do not want them returning to their homes and gaying that we did
not feed them or receivethen with anything when they came, this

will agzin give 2 bad impression on us. But the only taboo which
they should bear in mind, is for the people of the village not to
walk around the village like they are taking a free wtroll or walk.
lhe people are not allowed to move around the village aimalessly.
Only after the ceremony is done would they be gllowed to do this.

if not then they should remain very gtill at those places where

they gre when the ceremony is going on. No, no talking and yarning
in a lou voice, all these things are not allowed, and also for thosee
people in charge, they make the call and the announcement all the time.
When they are ready to do this ceremony, they call it out or announce
it that they are ready to begin with all these ceremonies.,

Whose duty is to meke this call or ammouncement to the people?

Ve have this yavusa who jre responsbble for such things, they

are the ones who take messages and also inform the people of yhat

the chief wants. 48 for these people ho are known as KACI NI
VANUA(announcers) are the liga ni kau people. Irom the chief, to
thematanivanua and then the matanivanua to the liga ni kau, who is
the oneho let known of what is going to happren or what is going to

take place soon.
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TH& liga ni kau people are the onlypeople allowed to stand arocund
lthe village and also they are allowed to walk around the villageé.
Because they have a duty to do like making this announeement,

As for this Bete or the priest you mentioned, are they the priest
for a church or for our lan@..eeeceesccess

These are the priests who belong to the church. In this village we
have two groups of religion, Wesley and Catholic. So we invited
both ministers of both churches to take part in this ceremony.

lhis started from the time when they switch this on to first church
service and then traditional ser¥ice ceremony.

What about out own priests who were there from a very long time be-
fore we have these which lead us in church serivce and all that.....
In the dlden days, in our village, they have their own priest whom
they refer to as the BETE. ocut now, we have ministers of the church.
48 I've said, this is a change, from the traditional way to the

use of ministers in the church to also instal the new chief. first,
the chief enéérs the church then goes later to the place where the
rest of the ceremonies is to be held.

You told me there is a tabua pr sente to this person who is +0 be the
Lygr VIBORD e e sia w5 e w6 w4 508

Yes, we have this tabua which is known as the TABUA NI VEIBULI; or
the tabua yhich they use on this ceremony of chief instalment;.

This tabua said to be the biggest cne in this village, it is something
which has been yse by our ancestors from a very long time and still
can be us:d today and also in the future.

I cen see that there is also thismasi hanging from his left shoulder

to his rignt hip, can you tell me why thispiece of masi is also
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used as part of the chief's traditional reglas which he wore when

he goes for the ceremony.

This is something which I don't know nyself.

Also they wear this necklac€....e.o..

Yes, the tabua is the necklase or the ornament for their necklase,
This is made from magimagi strings, and they weave it to make the otring
for the tabua, after they weave it, the tabua is affix to it and

then used for the ceremony. <The tabua is meny years old, older than
some of use here now,

this tabua which you have, where did you get it from the first rlace
This Tabua when we were born snd grew up, it had been here already,
g0 we don't really know where the tabua comes from.

Does that mean that for all the ~eremonies [ hich they hol& dor the
future Tui Vitogo, this seme tabua is £0ing +0 be USEd Orfvevvees..
Yes. The szme tabua is going to be used. After this Tui Vitogo
receives it then he is going to return it to those people Rm who
keeps it and those are the peopleyho mzhose him to be the Tui Vitogo.
Also they have this cup of yaqona for the ceremony.

As for this cup, there is only one cup which they use for all

chief instalment ceremonies held here in this village. 1t should
have been returned here to this village but there has been some
changes in between so e were not able to trace it to those

people who took it from us.

for the chiefly procession which goes to the chiefly house, the chief
walks with the brother, two from cur i tokatoks who chose him, and
also two from the other yavusa and the rest are all the héad of a1l
yavusa here in the villege. =&s for these importnit people in the

village they are known as the MASI NI VANUA.
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Can that also men that for these people who comes with the chief, thy
all be wearing the qame ou:tfit similar to the chief Oreceeseecscesee
T+ is not the same but similar sostumes are worn by thése people. 4As
for these clothes which they wear, all these are prepared, but for the
chief, he wears something slightly different from what the others are
wearing. Loday, they are making a lot of changes, they want to deco-
rate or over—dress this person who is to be chief, it is like they
are dressing up a doll, this is not the idea behind the clothés worn
by this chief, the main idea is only to gee that he appears in
something traditional since this is for our own village., But all
these have been changed, théy want to give 11 the best and make him
wear 211 the best mhen the ceremony takes place. But for our
sancestors, they don't have this at all, only those clothes which
they know is a chief's traditional wear, this is what they give this
person to wear and nothing else.

When they arrive at ithis spot where the ceremony is to take place,

a place is prepared for them or.....

They have this place where they sit down. As for the mats and ajl
those other things used for the sitting, this is prepared by the
people of the yillage. +#lso for those people who belong to the i
tokatoka sho choose the chief, they should contribute a lot of 4things
for the running of this ceremony.

When it is time to present this tabua for the chief, who presents it?
is for the ceremony which they have just done, they picked someone
who belong to the Nabakai yavusa, and he was the head of the Nabakai

yavusa. As to why he is doing it now, I am not sure of the reason.

Who should rightl¥ present the tabua....:..
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The tabua should rightly be presented by the reople in our matagali
or i tokatoka because we are the ones who choose the ghief and the
decision making is ours also, not those in the yavusa of Nabakai.
As I've said, we are the taukei ni vanua, we own this village, Vitogo.
As for the yaqona cermmony, we a2lso present it +o them.

Who are these people from your i tokatoka who present the tabua and
the yagon8.eeeeeeeeeees

It can be the head of our yavusa, or someone whom we have agreed on
to do it on our behalf. This is not going to be given to someone
outside o go it for us, we have to do it ourselves, since this is
our Guty.

When this chief receives it, is he going to give it to gomeone else,
or is he going 4o hold it until the yhole ceremony iS OVere.eees.es
After he réceived these two, he then gives it to the matanivanua
who holds it for him. As I've said, the phief has a matanivanua
who goes all the things he _ants.

LUoes that mean that these peopl® who chose the  hief they also well
become the chief's matanivanua heree.......

Yes, the taukei ni vanua or the i tokatoka and the yavusa who
choose the o hief, later they pick & person who is to be the chief's
matanivanua. The matanivanua comes from us. He is the one who
protects the hief, we give the title to him and glso we nmust
protect this title we gave him.

Is there any othér name for the matanivanua........

They are also known as the taukei ni vanua, and also they have their
own descendants and i tokatoka names.

As for us, or the people in my yvusa, it is our duty to choose the

chief for our village.
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As for these peorle yho gre chosen to be our chief and they also pe-
long to their own mataqdli gnd yavusz, they listen to us and they
also came hereas visitors. As for us, we own this village and we are
also known as taukei ni vanua. When the ohief of Vitogo is instaled
also a matanivanua is there beside him to ghow the people that the
Tui Vitogo has got his matenivanua. When the Tui Vitogo drinks the
yagona for the ceremony, the person yho grinks second to him 4is

the matanivanua and this is his matanivanua.

Also for this ceremony, only two cups are fiwen gnd receiveé, this
is for the chiefly yaqong ceremony{ One for the chief or the Tui
Vitogo, the second one is for the matanivanua, that is all, the
yagona ceremony is completed.

When it is time to makethe yagona ceremony, can you tell me the
manmmer in which it is mixede.eeesceesee

They use the vaustrings to squeeze the yagona with, and this is

not followed with the chant which many people of places do. It

is slightly different from the yagona ceremony done for those yho
are chief alrcady. They gqon't chant or sing a traditional song
vhen the mixing is underway. After it is mixed, then comes the
ceremonyof tabua presentation. When they present the tabua, the
yaqona then follows. After all that, then we have this ceremony in
which the chiefs or those other people invited deliver a chiefly
advice through a speech. They have a number of people chosen to

do this. They speek and then when it is all over, then this is it.
As for these people yho deliver a speech, they give advice on

this new chief, because they know that he is very young dealing with
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such things of villape matters, it is the guty of these few speakers
to jay 5 few vords as guidelines to this new chief., As I've said

all these villages close to our forms a jpelationship which is

rally gtrong from the past, and ye still check this up , we do

not wish to break this link with them, they are inviged to our eere-
mdnies, snd when they have their own, we in tutn have respect for
them by attending. There can be a messge of sEpExgk speech delivered
from the Tui Ba, the Tui Nadi, the Tui Vwda. This is what happens
after both ceremonies. They do not deliver this gpeech when they
hold the gseryice there inside the church, onlywhen they come out

from church and present there at the ceremonisl bouse do they deliver
their speech.

They know when they shovld stand up to take their turn of delivering
their speech, as we know all these things should be in an order be-
fore it is done, if nct, then it is not going to work.

In the olden days, they do not have such sppeches delivered, as for
the person doing the presentation . igher of the tabua or the yaqona,
this is the only perscn who is doing all the advicing and also
telling the chief of yhat he is expected to do now that he is the

Tui Vitogo. The person yho presents the tabua does this speech

and the person presenting the yaqcona slso is one of the t+wo who ad-
vice the chief, they go not have such speechs. There is a change to-
day, but this has to be expected. As for this person who is

doing the presentation he might say, ''This is a tabua, the tabua of
the village of Vitogo, the tabua from the people of the village giving
you the land, people, and animals and all other things which they

know they own to yfur hands, now you ,re the owner of all these inclu-

ding it's people.
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We promise you that all these things now belong to you, you have power
over them and also you can make use of them. The life of the people
is in your hands, if you go something to kill them, or you do some-
thing to save fhem, these is all your troubles now. Now, they rely

on you as their gource of life and also of good things.''

And he goes on to0 say many other things to make this person understand
that this is a very important position he holds. ''We have given it
to your hands to be the leader of gll, and we beg you to lead it

in the right manner expected.'' They mention all and they don't leave
anything out.

After they have gone all these ceremonies, then they return to their
OWINL hIDMES OTecseecscss

is for all the chiefs on the ,,estern gide of he island, they gll
turn up in full force to witness this ceremony. For each chief,

they have their own houses here in this village they know they

should go to when in Vitogo village. For our own i tokatoka, if

they have any ce emony here in Vitogo, the people of Nambli village
should turn up here. We are to look after them and they also will

do the same thing when we £o to their village. “he house called
gaiqoroqoro ig for the people of Viseisei in Vuda. As for all the
hous es her: in our village, we house a village when they turn up

for any of our ceremonies.

So when thése people arrive, they all head for their oen homes, they
know all these things.

As for these people who ,omes to Vitogo village because they are
holding this ceremony here, are they going to bring anything with

them when they come OTr..cec.c.s

Whgen it is for the instalment of a chief, everything is done and

o do is to bring our own things which

prepared here, 11 we need 1
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need during our gtay in there. 4s for the people of Vitogo, they
prepare all the thinss like food and all that for these people
invited and those who game for the ceremony. As for them, they
arrive at their own homes, and they present their yaqona for their

i <evusevu. This is what they need to do, they do nbt need to bring
anything.

If it is about another village function or something like that, then
they need to bring theid won food. <Lhey bring these things to help
the people in this house with the reeding and also with other
things. But if this is a ceremony for an instalment of a chief,
they don't have to bring anything at all. The food and everything
is prepared here in the village of Vitogo.

Also guring the ceremony of chief instalment, there is also a magiti
especially for the ceremony and they call this the magiti ni veibuli
(food for the chiefly ceremony). As for these foods which they
present, this is all raw food.

As for the food which is all cooked, this is the food yhich they give
to those people ho came to eat during meal times. As for the raw
food this is especially for the peremony and they refer to this as
the magiti ni veibuli. As for these foods ¥hich they collected for
the magiti ni veibuli, these foods is dividied out to all the people
who came, say for one village, they have a ghare of these foods, and
also to the other village, another share. All those people who

came and attended the ,eemony share these foods, or the magiti ni
veibuli,

Only the cocoked food is prepared there in some place and then those

who ywish to eat make their way to this place to make use of the

food prepared.
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In gomepther times, the food is cooked, then shared out, the

food is taken to the gifferent houses where the people are accomo-
datéd.

The magifi which they use for themagiti ni veibuli, what kind of

food is this.ceesscess

Food like pork or live pigs man-gized pigs. Also cows, turtles,
fish, and other meaty foods. Then we have yams, cassava, taro and
those other foods. These are the foods shared cut to those people
who were invited to attend the ceremony.

As for the food which is cooked, the same thing too but they are

all cooked, when they finished cooking it thenit is taken to the homes
where the visitors skaggx stays, if not then they are invited to come
and eat at this place where the food is prepared. Food for lunch hour
dinner and breakfast.

Lhere is this yavusa who we can say &s the one _ho checks on all
these things which is going on for the .eremony. They are the

peorle yho belong to the yavusa celled Nabairi, they have their own
heddmen and also those other people under him who all manage

these things. As for ghis yavusa, Nabakai, they should take care

of the cooking, making the lovo, decorating the place where the
meals ate taken, and those other small things which deals with the
care given to these peorle who comes to the ceremony, food and every-
thing is their concern. It is their guty to deal with 511 these.

The Tui Vitogo, after they do ,11 these ceremonies for him, is there

a thing left to be done NOWeecocese

I heard that in some places, the chief is then taken down to take a

special bath at the pool Or riveriseciceececccecsn.

This is not done here in Vitogo. After the ceremony, they hsve all
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these entertainment and all the fun. Then the chief comes to our
home where we have spread out the mats and all those thinss which we
give him as part of the ,eremony. He is enttitled to all these.
This is the last of all ceremonies.

Are therc any taboos which the Tui Vitogo is imposed on during this
time of COreMONY s su v in b 6.6 be od

No, no taboo for the Tui Vitogo.

After you spread themats and all other things for the chief, this
also mark the end of the ceremony Orl.cceceescese

Yes. ‘he ceremony of instalment finished right when the cup of
yagona is drunk and then they all come out from the house wherc the
ceremony was held. This marks the end of the ceremony. But these
other things which they hold after, all these marks the fun and
happiness of the people knowing they now have anew chief. AS soon
as they finished with the ceremony, now they have all sorts of enter-
tainkent f£o mark this occasion.

Entertainrent of what So0rt..eeeceese

They spend their time drinking yagona and glso gome would be per-
forming mekes and all that. People singing traditional songs and
havins g good time.

As for the people yho mhose the chief, as® soon as the ceremony is
over, they return home where they prepare these thingsfor the chief,
it is part of the geremony to give something to the chief, like
gifts, presents, mats, and other things for his new home and also no
now he htldsz a very important position. Also when the chief arrive

at our house, he takes off these clothes which he wore during the

ceremony.

These clothes which he ore, then it is given 111 T
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As for all those clothes yhich they wore, this is often kept in a
very safe place, but on this occasion, for Tui Nawaka, he gtayed
with us during the ceremony. So wWe gave these clothes which the
Tui Vitogo wore to him. We decide what we wish to do with these
clothdés the Tui Vitogo wore, because ye are the master of ceremony
and we decide on all those things which we wish to do.

For a1l the Tui Vitogo installed, they all have different outfits
or ceremonial dress TO WéATessceesecccscse

Yes, all different clothes, they o not wear the same outfit for
this person and then the next Tui Vitogo. All are different, another
thing it is not kept there in the nouse, or someplace,eibher is it
given away oOr used in some other things, like another ceremony.

For all the clothes which they use for the Tui Vitogo, I do not
think they take it to gome place else, they keep it here in the
village, and when they know that it can be used for this matter,
then it is taken aut and used. Only for this ceremony which they
have just held, it was because the Tui Nawaka was with us that

we had to give it to him. He was the only one wm who goes not belong
to our matagali or i tokatoka when the chief of Vitogo cameto
remove his chiefly regalia. We dress him up and also we are the
ones who remove it after the peremony.

But the right thing which should happen, is for them to keep all
these clothes which the Tui Vitogo wears when he gttends a ceremony
1ike this instalment of a chief, they do not give it away, this

is gomething very sacred to the people.

And also for these clothesx which we keep, we can make use of them

when we have another ceremony of instalment of chief.
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What kind of preparation is the Tui Vitogo is going to do himself when
he is getting ready for this ceremony?

During this time yhen they have this ceremony of insdalment, he

can have a hair cut to make himself look a bit neater and respectable
because of this new position he is taking. &s for our chief now,

he was instaled at the age of 32, very young, and now, he8s got his
hair big, when he ,as at that age, it was small and just the right
sige for him.

There is this part of the yagona bowl which they call the sau.

Can you tell me what is themeaning of their having this gau here

on the bowl of yagona?

I dont really know about the parts of the yaqona. Maybe someone

else can help you with that, for me, I don't know any thing about

the tanoa.

- How many days does it take for the people to be in +he spirit of the
ceremony and also at what time is everything over for the ceremony
and also for the other things which they might need to do?

By this time, all the people go back to their own homes, this is

very easy for them, as for those people yho comes from the outer
islands, they might spend a week or more before they make their
departure. As for those people here on the mainland, this is not

at g1l difficult. When they finish with the ceremony that gfternoon
the people yho came starts returning to their own villages. This
time they take with them all those things which is their share and
also gome of the thihgs which might have been £iven to them by

their relatives. If they did on gm outer island, than travelling can

be a problem, but here at the maindand everything is pasy, they

FiHREx
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either work, or catch the bus. As for those villages guite near to
us, all they need to do is to walk a distance yhich is not really
fap, but worth their coming. As soon as they know that thej,eremony
is over, it can be right on the same day they leave, as for those
peopleyho wish to stav a bit, they can g0 S0 and then return to
their village in the morning.

Now the chief begins with this new position given o him, he gtarts
issuing out orders andhelping people with a1l the things which they
might ish to do. Also for those ywho need adivce, now they can come
to the chief who help them out.

Is there a time when you bring the tabua for the eremony ,sking him
+o be the next Tui Vitogo and then he refuse it saying he does not
want the positions. Is there a time when you meet this kind of
situatioNeccececsss ........l

It can heppen, for one time, we wanted o lady to take this position
but this rival came and they said the brother should take the place,
so we did not know what to do while this rival side went ahead and
did what they wanted without informing any of us, the real rightdul
group who should have done the choosing. Ve get a lot of opposition
when dealing with guch things. we did not know hat to gqo, as for
the 1la2dy herself she was the one who gave up the position but today
she is regretting it all, she said, she mhould have accepted it
when given to her. But it is bad when theee is a competition
betwecn all the people those involve in the making of the ceremony
ond those choosing the chief. They sho.1d hold hands together and
do all those things which they know is their rightful duty, it is

difficult when everyone wants to choose the chief and forget gbout

the preparation for the ceremony.
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This is something which needs to be straightened out. If not, then
in the future everyone would be fighting for what they think

should be done, but this is something which the chiefs of today
should be +hinking off. If not then it is not going to work at all,
As for the people of this village who goes out for work and other
things, their coming back also bring these pghanges which is happening
here in the villsge. So, I believe that the only thing which should
be gone is to let those whose been doing these work and role for a
very long time keep up with what they should rightly do, as for the
others, they should return to what they have been doing and what
their ancestors have been going as their part in this Fijian
community.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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FINISHED.



