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Informant: Taitusi, 3.Koroiwvaca.....Nalini, Naitasiri

(M, 67 years old)

In the olden days in the place or area of Naitasiri, the couples to
are to have no idea what so ever about their marriage., Marriage

is the concern of the parents only. They will decide when their
child is going to be married to., Marriage of couples is done
usually on relation lines., The parents would look for the partner
of their chief from within their relatives, There is very little
choise Pér the child.

For instance, the parents would be looking for a nice woman for
their child, but this does not stop them from choosing a2 woman from
another matacali or village. But as long as the wife to be of their
child is related to them., When the parents of the boy had decided
on a woman, they would approach the fafher of the girl and inform
him of their wish. At this stage the wish and decision of the
girl's father is revealed, The girl would remain at ease knowing
nothing of what is going on. The term in which the parents of the
boy went to seek the approval of the girls father is called the
VAKALAVO,

As time goes along, the girl is brought during this VAKALAVO so that
her wish couvld be heard. But usually in the olden days, the =
decision of the girls father is wanted only.

After the girl's £ ther had agreed to the proposed marriage, the

boys parents would return to their matagali or clan and inform them
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that they had approach a woman to be the wife of their son. The
boy's parents would also inform the members of their mataqali or

clan that the girl's father had agreed to the proposed marriage of
their son. From then on both sides of the proposed couple would

be preparing for the TEVUTEVU ceremony.

During all the times before the marriage day, the boy's parents and
relatives would be taking gifts to the girl. They would be presenting
clothes, soaps food and other things to the girl.

Usually whe a girl is asked for her hand, she would be at the top of
the age of fourteen, fifteen, or sixteen would she be approached, The
boy's parents and relatives would cater for the girl's need until she
is fully grown up probably reaching the age of seventeen, wighteen

or nineteen.

During all these time and years of waiting, the voy's parents and
relatives would be visiting and presenting gifts to the girl. But

on came occasion oron some occasions if somet ing arises which may

be of any obstruction to the preposed marriage, both sides of the
couples would gquicken the marriage. This is just to prevent any

mess or shaos done to the proposed marriage. This thing is carefu-
1lly matched by the parents and relatives of the boy.

When thex day of marriage is at hand, all the relatives would come

to the ceremony place. The boy's parents and relatives would provide
a very big feast for that occasion. They would provide dalo and
other food on that day. Also the girl's relatives would be preparing
a food too. Their food is brought together with the girl as he comes

to the ceremony.

Ceremonies of various kind concerning marriage would be held on

that day. The boy and the girl would make vows and the girl's
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parents manform the boy's parents and relatives that they whole heartly
give their daughter to them. All thdse are made at the place where
“he ceremony is held.

On this marriage day the bedding of the couple would be prepared

by both sides of the couple. Mats would nicely spread and the KUMI
is breught to be the curtazins of their beddings,

Before the couple age going to be markried, they would be thonoughly
btiled. Each can done at one time and each one of them would be fully
dressed in traditional customs and is nicely decorated.

The Doy would be dressed in his plade (the marriage ceremony place)
and the girl would be dressed in =ncther house. After they are
dressed, 2 spokesman from the boy's side would be sent to the girl's
parents to request them and the girl to come to the ceremony place
because the boy is ready. The girl would enter into the marriage
ceremony area =nd hence the marriage would take place,

After the marriage, two women from the boy's side and two from the
girl's side would be at the house during the night of the marriage.
The curtain would be drawn down but they would be sitting next to

the curtains. They would be awake and they would know what is all to
happen that night.

Before the night of their marriage, the couple would be thoroughly
piled. Usually would the girl would be oiled by a so called plant
called the CAGO. This plant looks like a cyrry when pounded. *he
yasi wood or tree is also scrapped and pounded and this made into on
0il. The girl usually use this o0il before going to meet her husband.
Of course when the girl is oiled up, she really looked and smell nice.

This is what the elders used to use in the olden days concerning

their marriage ceremony.
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The first night of the couple is ex'ected, the night that all look
forward too in any marriage ceremony in the olden days. <‘he women

who had been with the couple would know exactly what happens. These
women would tell the rest of both relative the result of thefirst
night. Through them the people would know if the girl is virgin or
has been having affairs before. If the girl is virgin before the
first night, the women inside the house would be very happy. They
would sing, dance and make all sort of hoppy noise to show that the
girl who is married recently is a pure one or is merely a virgin,

The happiness if the women and the rétratives would continue until

the day the couple are going to leave their traditional bath.

But if the recently married girl is seen to be not a virgin, the woman
in the house would not be in a happy mood. The news of the girl

of not bééng a virgin would spread like wild fire among the both
relatives.

On that day a feast would be prepared. A pig would be cooked in the
lovo. As the pig is going to be brought to the ceremony place, it
would be presented in a very bdad shape. IFor imstance it may be with-
out its nose ears or eyes. <‘he backside of the rig is cutinto a very
big hole and deft opened. The stomach is also left ppened.

During the bringing of the pig to the ceremony place, everyone present
there would notice this. At once the people would know that the girl
recently married is not a pure one.

To the girl's parents adn relatives, this is a very big shame to them.
Every ceremony which may be held later is not interesting to both sides
usually the girl's relatives. Everything which they have been doing

happily had turned sour to them when they learnt about ‘he reality of
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of their girl. Ceremonies which are done later is done for the sake
of doing it, but the real value of the ceremony is not there.

But if the girl is found to be pure, both sides of the couples would
be very happy until the end. On the fourth day the girl would take

a noke(basket) and go for a bath, merely in a nearby river. It is
gommonly said that the recently married woman is going to the river
to catch some fish. When the bride goes to the river, the couples

of women would be accompanying him also. After her bath, as she comes
out of the river, a kamunaga or tabua would be presented to her as

the lawa ni nonanoke or the item contained in her basket after coming
from her fish catching trip.

After th presentation of the tabua the girl would receive the tabua
and go to give it to her MOMO (uncle) mother's brother. In presenting
the tabua to her Uncle, the bride would inform that she is happy

with everything done to thekr marriage.

On that fourth day, a feast is also prepared in which both sides of
+he couprles would take part in. This feast is the last ceremony
prepared in which both relatives would be saying their farewell

to each other,

I forgot to tell you that during the presentation of the traditional
wishes, riches or material. Two parts of that wealth is given to

the girl's relatives. This wealth is called the KALI NI SUCU and the
VOLA., These two categories of riches is completely different from the
rest of the riches. This riches is entirely presented given to the
mother of the bride, For instance if some materials are given to

the ©brides mother, the tabua is not missing from that presentation.

But as for the food which may be prepared for the girl's realtive, this

can be showed among the whole relatives of the bride.
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After everything is completely done, the girl's parents and relatives
would happily return to their homes.

T wish if you could tell me =mbout the VAKALAVO or TABAILAGO which
have been mentioned to me? Who would be going to present this
ceremony, and wil it be the whole matagali(clan) %

Yes the matagali or clan can be goimg at this ceremony. For instance
if the asking of a girl¥s hand in marriage is going to be done in

the ¥illage, the whole mataqali will be going to hear the father's

and the girlis decision.

Who will be fhe main decision maker in the asking of this ceremony?
The girl8s father is the main man. If he says yes, it shall be done,
Even though if the girl is very young, she would be allowed to be fully
grovn and shall be the only one for thé boy who had already come to
her hcme to ask for her hand in marriage.

In the asking of a girl's hand, will the boy's parents and relatives
be prawemied presenting tabua in the approaching of the father or
they just went in single handed just to know the wish of the girl's
father?

0f course the girl's relarives would be presenting a tabua to the
girl's father, Before the tabua is going to be presented the girl or
wife to be is called to witnessed about the purpose of the presentation
of the tabua. The girl would be there witnessing evirything but she
would remain silent. In this presentation, after the girl's father
had agreed to the marriage proposed, the boy s relatives would outline
the programme of the couple's marriage ceremony.

We have been talking about thet if the girl is mafe under age, the boy
and her relatives would wait a bit. For instance if the bog's

relative are told to wait for a period of four years S0 the girl
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could be fully matured, what would happen between that waiting period
of time, could the youhg girl and the boy are allowed to meet one
another duirng thi waiting period, or just the boy's parentas are
ajlowed to pay frequent visit to their futture daughter in law. I
wish if you could tell me more about thia?

This would be a very hard case. “he girl would be living like she

is in prison. During the waiting reriod the girl's parents and rela-
tives would be tsking a veyy close watch on the girl. They would not
allow her to go or walk alone to any place. fhey would make sure that
no thkher man should come across into her 1life,, but only her future
husband. “he girl's relatives would take this point very seriously
because theyr know that their happiness and honour depend on the

girl. Shame and disgrace can also be brought by the girl if they would
not play their part in watching over the girl.

Let us take for instance if something happens to the girl during that
waiting time or waiting period. what will be the reaction of the
boy's side} Would they abundant the proposed marriage and look for
another girl Oreececes

Truly speaking I have not heard or come across such situation. As
spon as a boy and his relatives had announced thégér whsh for a girl
bhe girl's rarents and relatives would make sure that everything would
go right. Ihere is not room for carelessness on their part, they
would watch the girl until the day of her marriage.

You mentioned that gifts such as ciothes etc, would be taken to the
girl from time and then. Who would be taking this? The boy who is
going to be the future hustand or some one else from the boy's house
is going to do that?

The very close relative of the boy could be doing this. Even the
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boy's mother or father can do this. OFf the boyps sister. %ut the
boy-who is going to be the future husband- will hardly be send to
present gifts to the girl.

Could you tell me about the asking of the girl's hand, would the boy
be going too on that occasion so that he could see and talk to the
girl who is going to be his wife or will the boy wait until the
marriage hour?

From what I heard fromthe elders, the asking ceremony i$ not known
to the future couples. They know nothing at all. Only the parents
know it, but after the asking ceremony and everything is optimistic
the boys parent would ¥mturn home and inform their son that they
had arrgnged a girl for him. They would also inform their son about
the girl's name and her background. <“his also happens for the girl's
side, -

Could you tell me what will happen if one of the cou le refuse to
abide with the proposed marriage?

In the olden days, law is a law. Obedience is fully ebserved by
everyone. So if the parents of a child decidedupon something about
marriage, the child will not go against the wish of their parents.
They will always follow what their parents says. the dhildren have
high respect on their parents. In the early days, no child will
stand on the way of their parents.

I heard that in Vanua Levu, if a boy's parents are going to ask a
men for his daughter's hand, they would do so by saying that they wish
to have his daughter to be a help-maid in carrying water for them.

Does this sort of indirect approach applies here in Naitasiri or is

it different?
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In this place there is also a saying whichis similar to what you
have said. ,or instance the boy's parents would request the man

to allow his daughter so she could help in the household cleaning.
This is well known by the girl's side.

Thank you very much. Coulld you tell me how the marriage day is
decided? Is this solely a decision from the boy's side or from
both of them?

In the olden days the boy;s side usually proposed the maeriage day
Sometimes they would consider each other's dpinions on that decision
But as time goes on, the decision of themarriage day would be offici-
ally on government notice. “he couple's would register their names
officially as man& and wife, and with in their ofiicial document the
day of marriage is mentioned. This the relatives of both side would
prepare for this notified day.

I wish if you could tell me all about the ceremonies on the marriage
day. For instance how the bride to be is dressed up andhow the we-
dding if going to be done?

The day of the wedding, the bride to be will be dressed up in full
tradtional customs. Bhe would be decoratdd as mush as she could,
The bri e would be dressédd up as she was going to perform mx 2 meke
or dance. She would wear kumi and also wear garlands on that day.
The bridegroom would not be decorated like the women.

The clothes which the couple wear will be on their waist until the
fourth night. None of them will chg@nge his or her clothes. The cou
ples would remadd in the wedding house without having any bath. They
will be oiled continually by the women who are in the house. They
can have their bath on the fourth day.

I heard that in the olden days when a married couple attend for the
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wedding feast, they would not be touching the food with their own
hands.. Is this practise true in this place over here?

Yes that is true. .he couple would not touch the food. There is
gsomeone else whos is going to feed them who is going to give them
food. One will feed the bridegroom and the other is going to give
food to the bride, During this feasting, the couples woudd $it at
the head of the table with nice mats spread underne&th them. This
is what happens in the traditional feastin: ceremony of marriage.

I also heard that in traditional wedding ceremony, all the eating
and cooking utensils would be the property of the girl's side after
the wedding. Is this prscitse applicable over here?

Yes, this also happens over here. ‘hings needed and used in the
ceremony can be given to the girl's side if it is plentiful. Once
they have taken it, it would be theirs for good.

The prepamation for the feast on this wedding day is fully supplied
by the boyﬁs side. They would like to see that everythigg is fine
and nothing is short. As for the utensils used by one person, it
will not be used by ancther person. There will be enough supplies
of utensils on that day. Utensils already used would be collected
by the girl's relatives.

I wish if you could tell me about the wedding day, will the tevutevu
take place on that same day or different day?

Yes, the tevutevu (spreading 6f mats) would take place on the wedding
day. After the weéding day or the wedding ceremony, the tevutevu
will be followed next. This tevutévu will take place in the open
ground in which poth sides of the couples would come and spread the

mts which they had brogght and show forth to the publié.

It would be a marvelous thing and marvelous sight to see women from
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both sides of the couple bringing forth different colourful of nats

and spread it openly in the open ground.

Each side of the couple would be competing one another on when wull
bring and shown forth the most mats and niee cadourful mats. This
shows the working together of the people to try to supposrt the
starting life of a couple.

You mentioned about the mam woman from both sides, $f the couple -

who will be inside the wedding house on the first night of their
togetherness. You told me that they will know whether the bride

is a pure (or virgin) oneor not. Could you tell me how these women
will know of khis? Is there any evidence to show that this is so?
Truly speaking the women who rémain in the wedding house knows exactly
what takes place inside the curtain. <‘hey would bring out their atten-
tion to h ar what is going on. “hey would listen attentively to
everything going on at the couple's bed. For instance, if they will
hear the girl's painful cry on the bed, they would know and assume %
that it is a sign of virginity on the girlis part. Later on hhe

women would check on the couple's bedding for any evidence of the girl's
virginity. If blood is seen, it sums up all what they h=d expected.
‘he next morning, the women will be dnacing and singing signifying

the purity of the bride.

I heard that a small feast or food prepared the next morning just after
the couple's fipst night or marvelous night together isz called the
DOLA NI KATUBA or feast for the door opening. Is this small food
preparation observed here?

Yes, that is true. The feast would be prepared by the matagali or

cdan.,

Mentioning about the food or small feast after the couple's first night
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togethebx what do you czalled the small fe:=:st?

It is si ple called the VAKATOKALAU (breakfast). This feast is
usually provided when the girl is leanrt to be a virgin before that
night.

You mentioned that the first day, the couple will nnot have their bath?
Yes. The couple will not have théir tath until the foumth night. “‘hey
will only oil their body as if that is their only means of bathing.
‘hey can oftly bath after the fourth night.

After the bride or both of them will have their bath, will the fourth
night ceremony (BOGIVA) commence then Or.eeeeee

The couple would have their bath after the fourth night or fougth day.
After returning from the river, bhth sides of them relatives would
prepare a feast in which all of them would part take in. “his is the
last ceremony which brings everything to a peaceful ending.

lMentioning aobut the bath at the river after the fourth day, will

the men g0 t0 Oreeceesss

Only the women will accomapny the bride on the bathing day.

You mentioned about the tabua which would be presented to the bride
soon after she had heex bath, could you tell me who would be presens
ting that tabua and what is the purpose of it?

The tabua which will be presented to the bride is given from the boy's
side, After the bride shall recive it, she would then present if
again to her relatives.

I heard a ceremony whicl is called KAU NI SUCU or KALI NI SUCU (taking
away from breast) whichis on intergral part of the wedding ceremony

in the olden days. This also applies to a so called ceremony which

is called VOLA (book). Could you explain me the two ceremonies and

when it is performed.
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The ceremony which is called the VOLA is done when everyhting is

fine about the wedding ceremony.

‘he Kali ni Sucu cerimony is done solely to the mother of the

bride. This ceremony is presented by the boy's relative. The
purpose of this ceremony is to request +the indepenice of the bride
from her mother. Since the mother had brought up the bride, she had
free will over her daughter. ©So the purpose of the ceremony is cut
this will relationshir of the mther towards her daughters. In pre-
senting the deremony, the boy’s relative would request the boy's
relative would request the mother that she should have no more power
over her daughter because she is the wife now of this son or this young
man., <*hat is the meanigng of the KALI NI SUCU ccremony.

Mentioning about the kali ni sucu ceremony, could you tell me what
items is used or presented to the mother of the bride. Is it a tabua
only is presented Orecceecse

Yes, The tabua is the only thing required in this ceremony.
ﬁentioning about the ceremony solely for the mother of the bride, is
there a smallfood prepared solely of the girl's mother too?

Yes, a feast ek would be prppared for the mdéther and also gifts of
material will also be presented. In the presenting of the ceremony,
the yaqona and tabua is initially presented.

Does this ceremony would be the last ceremony between the relatives
of the bride and the bridegroom, or would there be another ceremony?
This ceremony is done during the farewell ceremony. 4s the girls re-
latives were about to return, the boy's relative would present this
ceremony to the bride mother. The mother would give her daughter

her full priviledge and freedom before she is going to leave her

daughter behind.
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fhe girl's relative would réturn with plentiful of traditional riches.
Thenk you. We have been talking about the traditional way of marriage
or wedding. As you have mentioned or said that as time goes on, di-
fferent styles of getting married is witnessed, one of these is
called VEIDROTAKI or runningaway with a girl to be the wife. Could
you explain this s3yy e of getting married and how the traditional
ceremony had compromise with it?

Tdoay we look at this $tyle of getting married as a simple thing.
Loday as you go arnund, you seldom find youhg man and woman getting
traditionally married. Often it is seen that the young prefers to
take this simple path of getting married -mthe veidrotaki - of running
away with the wife to be.

In the olden days, this is a very unrespect’ul practise. It is really
dangerous to do such a thing like that. Nowadays if simply a young
man meets a young girl ar the bus stand, they would decide to get
married, Off they will go to the boy's house. It is so simple todat.
But in the olden days thie is ju t thé vime versa.

If a person or a man willdo such a thing in the olden days, he would
be cloeely marked by hébe the relatives of the girl.

In the olden days if a man brings a woman to his home in such a
manner, the boy's father would at once try to contact the girl' s
parents 4nd close relatives to let them k¥now that their daughte;

is now living with his son.

In carrying the message across to the girlis side, the boysa parents
would choose three or four good strong young men to present the yagqona
to the girl's father informing him that his daughter have been
married to their relative. These men shosen to ce the mesanger have

to be smart in fighting and fast in running. In the olden days, if
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the girl's parents do not agree with what have been done to their
daughter, they would in turn try to runish the messangers. So that
is why the meesangers have to e very strong.

But if the messangers are recived and the parents are reckévied and
the parents are not angry, the messangers would not return home, and
if the girl's parents are very agryeabbe to what have tiuken place,
then they would return guickly to the village to inform the boy's
parents of what had happened back at the girl's village.

When the boy's parents and relatives have heard of the girl's attitude
they would at once prepare for a ceremony which is called the BULU-
BULU (burying). Thés ceremony is to be done to the girl's parents and
relatives. The boy's relative wouldn start collecting F;jian riches
for that ceremony. They would decide on a certain day and date in
which this bulubulu ceremony is to be done. This dzy would not be k
known to the girl's side. It would be a surprise to them when the
bey's side wolld come to perform this ceremony. In the olden days,
this ceremony would last 6fr about four days.

In some occasion if the girl‘s side knew before hand if the day in
which this ceremony is to be held, they would empty their house or
village on that particular day because when the boyés side will come
to perform this éeremony, nobody is there to welcome them. By this
the boyLs rekayike relative knows that the girls side is not happy
with the running sway of their daughter. So that uis why thxedey

the day in which this ceremony is to be held is kept as a secret
among the boy's relatives.

In the olden days only the men will go to perform this bulubulu
ceremony at the girl s rlace. The women or children will be mh3x

told to stgy bake in the village and they are not allowdd to go

becsuse it is not known what 1is the atmosphere of the situation at
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the girls' house. So if something is going to happen which is not re-
ally expected the men are ready to stand it.

LYoday we can see how peaceful this ceremony is performed. Men, women
and all alike are seen going yo perform this ceremony. X

In the bulubulu ceremony, the boyps side would be collecting mats, «
clothes and drums of kerosiem of which tc be presented to the girl's
parents and relatives. The boy s side wuld also provide a small

feast for the girl's side.

In the bulbbulu ceremony, the boygs side or relatives would seek the
forgiveness of the girlns side of what their son had done. They would
agk for their leniency énd ask them also to settle their differences
After the boys wide had apgreed both sides can start talking %o each
other again. It ould be a big ceremony and a lot of feasting would
take plece.

This bulubulu ceremony is a new thing today. In the very old days,
there is no such ceremony which is called bulubulu ceremony. In the
olden days, the young man and woman is treditionally married. “ut
today the running away methtd is often seen.

After the bulubulu ceremony, the usual ceremonies which we have

when there is a wedding will follow nest, such as the VAKABI I VOLA
(registration) KALI NI SUCU and shat not as I have mentioned before.
It would be just like the traditional wedding ceremony.

Thank you very much. If there is something else you w uld like to
tell us, the young people of today about traditional marriage, you

are wizeme welcome to do so.

I wish to make a difference about the married woman in the olden days
and the ones of today. If a woman in the olden days and she is married

today, she just thinks of coming to her huspand and having 2 small
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family which is a sort of private.

But im the olden days if a woman is married she knows that and she is
ready to serve her husband's parents and relatives and even her hus-
bands mataqali (clan) asa a whole. In any ceremony which may be held
inside the hushands m tagali(clan) the married woman is willing to
carry out the joke of the matagali and their burdens.

But if the girl is from another village and then mar#ied to another
village, she knows that she would be carrying wut every duties of
that village. This is how the new married woman feels towards the
husband's place, in the oldendays. In the olden days, once a woman

is married she is subjected to serve her husband, busband's relatives

and plece.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

.............lll....‘l..l..'.I-'......"-.C........l-...ﬂ.ll.....ﬁ‘ﬁ.
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