r

()

L4

-

Investicator: Willie,!

LEGEND OF NAMQOSI

INFORMANT & KOSITINO MATANITULRGI....VEIVQTULOA NANMOST .

SUBJECT: A LEGEND OF NAMOSI.

Once upon 2 time the Vatulaa brothers went dovn to net
fish., As they were fishing the youngest of the brothers
Speared a shark., He tried his very best +o pull his spear
out but in vain. So the second brother helped him but the
Spear wouldnt come out the +third one also joined in the pul-
ling but 811 were in vain. The spear wouldn't come out,

The boys were all on the shark% back trying to pull the
Spear out when they felt hungry. The shark told them not %o
be scared and that he Wwill bring their food. The three
brothers were busy trying to pull the spear out and did
not realise that the shark had been moving and they dig

not know that it had taken them into the deep seas. Thfsc
brothers were on the shark's back and the shark took them
to the island orf Tonga. The Togan ladies watched the three
brothers as they walked on the shores of Tonga they said
that two of the three brothers were good looking but the
third one doesn't lopk good. The two good looking brothers
didn't 1like what was being said about their brother so
they had g meeting hetween then and agreed to kill their
dirty looking brother,Vesikobo., The two good lookins bro-

thers killed Veisikobo end burried him before they went

and hid&éh@mselves. The people of Tonga sezrched for the
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= two brothers and they came to a couple's house asking them
to show up the two brothers from their hifding plzce, The
couple showed where the two Lrothers were hidding and the

two brothers were taken and questioned, The People asked
them where they were from and the brothers answered that they
were from Fiji. In the olden days Fiji and Tonga were not in
good terms so the two boys were taken and placed in the pigs
stare. The two brothers had very hard timeﬁn there and

bad meals in the pigs stzre. Cneday thei;_grgndmother
thought to go hunting for her grandsons. The old lady from
Veivatuloa before the old lady went Ssearching for her
grandsons she killed three doves and took it with her. She
arrived in Tonga and saw one of her grandsons burried on the
beach of Tonga. The old woman dug the grave found her grand-
son's body and prayed and gave 1ife back to him. She gave
him eng Suve Hu they “Gonbied their journey. At that time
reople werc Preparing for a TINA feme in Tonra. Vesikobo
heard of this and asked his grandmother +to let him go and
TINA in Tonga. He was thinking to set his two brothers free
from Tonga. Tui Tonga said that if Vesikebo comes ans rlay
TI"A in Tongz cnly than will he set his two brothers free,
The first game was coconut race. Vesikobo was %o raee
against thirteen Tongans and theyié;e to pick a2 coconut each,
If he wins his two brothers will be set free, if he looses

some of the people in Navutoks will be cludbed tordeath,

Vesikobo won the first game., So the king of Tonga said the
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- next game was for him to have a Yaqona Drinking race, T his
was how the first Yaqona was brought to Fiji. There were
twelve tanoa of Yaqona and Vesikobo race with another man,
‘Z;gzﬁmhé%;;;. So he was again to play TIOA at Nukualofa,
Twenty men also played in this game, Vesikobo threw his
TIQA and it landed at the King's place so Tui Tong: promised
Vesikobo that his people will make a bridge for him to Namosi
So Tui Tonga promised that his people will meke a bridge for
him . Tul Tonga ordered that one division of the people of
Navutoka are to be killed since Vesikobo had win all the games
The two handsome brothers later stole +two Tongan girls from
Tong» to Namosi but Vesikobo didn't get any Tongan girl so

the title of Tui Namosi was given to him and his two brother:
were named ROVEDRAU,

-~ You mentioned © thatthis three brothers went down to the
sea to fish doe;this mean that they are fishermen?

- Ve people of Namosi we live in the interior that is why

we do not know how to fish in the salt water. Ve only use
bamboos plated for fishing,in the bamboo plated is a light,
this is what we use for fishing. The Tui Namosi was right
inside but because he wanted to bath in thie rond that is why
he came and built a BURE KALOU here at Vatuloa.

- Could you talk about the plaited bamboo?

- Bamboos are cut in very fine-long pieces,within another
bamboo than it is épined together with plated strings. The
opening ends of the bamboo will 1look like & cave opening and
fishmen would set his trap in the water weiting for fishes

to be trapped in the trap.
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- Why did the beys couldn't pull their spear out from the
shark?
- Before the boys went duown spearing for fish that dayjone
£ them hammered a piece of stone at Vatuboroboro Point. The
stone was a forbidden one a taboo for anyone *o touch.
When one of the boys did this their grandmother's hair <+
started to get itchy at Vatuloa. She felt that her grandsons
are up to something naugh}y so she warned them that fate will
befall them on their fishing trip one of them will die
because they have allowed the Taboc of Namosi . Vesikobo told
his grandmother that nothing would happen to them so the three
brothers went down fishing, Vhen the spesr can not be pulled
out from the sharks back then they remembered wha* their
grandmother had said.
- Could you talk on that shark?
- This shark was a Vu of the olden days. The shark is the
Vu of the chiefs of Nabukavesi. This Vu is the ancestor of
Ratu Jope Batilekaleka and the shark is known as KOMAIWAT or
TUI NI WASALIWA: KING OF THE OCEAN.
- Could you talk on the o0ld - Rady's char=cter, her promise?
- This old lady was the first person +to start ;§; fishing in
the interior. BShe was from Lau but somehow she came to Namosi
She lived in a mud hut and everyday she would sit in her house
trying to figure out ways to catch fish in the river. Now
oneday when she was still thinking an o0ld man appeared to
her and told her that he knew she must be really wanting to
some fish, The old lady answered that she is from Iau and

now when she is here she doesn't know how to eateh fish in
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- the river. This 0ld man than cut a bamboo in long péices
bind them together and gave it to her for her fish trap. The
trap was four feet long. When the four feet fish trap is full
with its catch it would feed the whole village.

- How did Vesikobo won all the games that he played in Tonea?
-~ The young man had the SAU of Namosi with him, In the old-
en days Namosi was known for its SAU NI VANUA, SAU is the
ritual magic or a place. The youngmasn had the SAU NI VANUA
of Namosi following him when he went +to Tonga.

- What kind of drink was used in Fiji before grog was brou-
ght to Fiji from Tonga?

- Before grog was brought to Fiji from Tonga our ancestors
had Rasa®i as their drink. 7You can be drinking this drink

for one month and s%ill you'r not drunk. Vesikobo when he

was in Tonga he saw a mice chewing at a yagona root and long
the mice was drunk so Vesikobo brought with him a Yagona

Root and planted it at Namosi. This was the first Yagona
Root brought to Fiji. You'll see that the men of Namosi

are very good in drinking Yaqona that is because Vesikobo

was from Namosi,

- What happens to the magimagi that the King of Tonga gave

to the brothers?

- The magimagi given to the brothers by the King of Tonga is
known as the TAWALA +to the people of Lau. It is used as a
belt to hold the piece of wrap-around that is their typieal
Tongan clothing., That magimagi is a little bit different H

from ours. It was used +to bind some coconuts together



Cont. 6

- the magimagi was used to bind the coconuts which they
brought from to Malawe in Rigatoka.

-~ Is there any link between Namosi and Tonga due to the

two Tongan girls which was brought to Namosi by the two good
looking brothers?

- The twok 1ladies stayed in Malewe with their husbands

that is why there is a blood lirk beiween Malawe and Namosi.
Because the two ladies lived in Malewa, there is a bloocd

link between Malewe and Tonga.

- How about the coconuts which was brought from Tonga?

- That coconut was the first NIU DAMU brought to Fiji. This
kind of coconut is similar to the cne they have in Malasia,

- Could you talk to me about some diplomatic technics used

by the chiefs of Namosi in the olden days?

- The word Bau comes from the Namosi dielect"BAUREVA"

meaning RUN-AWAY, %Phe Namosi warriors were ready for war
with Bau and before the warriors went down to Bau, Tui

Nemosi went to Bau and told the peorle of Bau to run for their
lives because a big army of Namosi warriors were coming
behinde him., The peorle of Bau escaped since they were not
ready and the Tui Namosi and only a few of his warriors burned
Bau. So Tui Namosi claimed that he had congured Bau by
burning their huts and that the people had escaped for their
lives.

- Is there any differencte between Namosi compared to some other

villagers?



Cont.7

- Change came to Fiji after Fiji had been ceeded to

Great Britain. People started to wear clothes but there

was no change in Namosi. It was still the same no change.
7oA

The chiefs of Fiji signed the treaty %ﬁi the Namosi decline

to sign any papers because the chief of Namosi wanted

Fiji to run by Fijians and he wanted all the land to stay

in the hands of the Fijians. This can not happen

because Fiji is given to Great Britsin. Now we see that

we land owners have been exploited and are poor.

- 1Is there any link between Namosi and other parts of

F131i%

-~ There is a blood link between Namosi and Nad;gga
because Tui Namosi's grendfather was from there. There is

2lso a link between Namosi and Serua because the Tui

Namosi's mother was from Korolevu in Serua. Nalawa and
Nadarivatu are under Namosi during the War Period

because Namosi captured this two places . Namosi was very
strong and the only army he lost to was the army in Kadavu

During battle Namosi peorle are not allowed to eat a

partivular dessert known as QALU. The Namosi warriors

lost in the battle field againts Kadavu because some
warriors allowed the forbidden dessert., A special tribe
in Namosi use VIA leaves for their shield in the battle
field, Thfsfare the tribe of Lobau, When the Lobau
warriors go to war they will take with them VIA leaves

as for their shield.Clubs, spears and arrows cannot break
through this shield. When the Lobau warriors shake their

VIA shield the enermy are struck dead,
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~ When the Namosi warriors landed in Xadavu they went to
the village of Yzle. The village people had prepared a
feast for the warriors and there was QALU too. Vhen

the warriors saw the QALU they retreted to their sleep=
ing huts. This was the place where they were given

rats to ezt. The villagerzs of Yale slice pieces of

mice and rolled it the eigar that was given to the warriors
of Namosi. The place was then called Lawaki meaning
tricked .

- VWhat technics did the Namosi warriors used conquering
the Nadarivatu village a2nd spreading that way?

- Before the Namosi warriors bo out to war they will stay
together in a hut with the priest praying for power and
streg?h. When the priest felt that everyone has gain

this power than he will =2llow them to go to the battle
field, Before the warriors go in the battle field they
are given a_EEHQMQf“%EEf to chew., This leaf will give
them 2 strong heart and after this they could eat anything
that comes their way even stones., That is why the Namosi
warriors were very strong and famous in the past.

~ After they have captured a village what do they bring
home with them?

- The people captured are brought and they are placed in
a cold Navua River. The river is called the TCNITCONI NI
BOKCLA. When the chief of Namosi wants to have 2 person
for his meal he would send his warriors down to the
TONITONI NI BCECLA to bring home a person for his mezl.

-~ How is this person cooked?

- The captive is brought and is clubbed dead in the ville



COnt. 9

- village, It is left for three days before he is skinned
sliced just like a cow and cooked in the earth oven. This
was practised in the days of war. The pecple of Namosi eat
this, Yavato, Snakes end rats too.

- .Why is the above mentiohed food is known as the chiefly £
food in the Namosi srea?

- Yavato,snakes rats and people are eaten by the peorle of
Namosi because this give strength and power to the Namosi
people during war. No one is to eat anything he wants he
could be punished for this because power will slip out if
2ll kinds of food is eaten.

- Could you talk about the Mission of Mr. Baker to your
place?

-~ The murder of Mr,Baker was because he pulled his comb
from the hair of a Nadrau chief. The comb was placed in

the chief's hair of Nadrau. VWhen Mr. Baker saw his comb
there he walked up and pulled his comb from the Nadraow
chief, MNr.Baker didn't krow that it was against our

Fijian customg to touch anyone's hair. Because of what Vr.

Baker did =2 messenger was sent up to Namosi with a tabuz from
Bau and Nadrau, =asking the Tui Namosi for the death of
Mr,Baker, DMr.,Baker was them killed and his knife was used
for butchering the BOKCLA of Namosi.

-~ 1 heard that nearly all the Namosi area are Catholic.

Why is this? 1Is there a reason?

- Tui Namosi always wanted to be different. When he heard

that the chief of Bau had accepted Christiahity he said that
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-no one will force him to accept any religion. The Bauan
chief accepted lethodists and the Tui Famosi took Roman

Catholic because it was the first religion brought to Namosi.

The people of Namosi peed from their huts when the first saw

the white Missionary with black gowns, At first they thought
the missionaries were albino. The people of Namosi are
forbbiden to walkabout the village on Sundays.

— Did this nissionary came to any villagers that is under th-

Nemosi FProvince?

- During a meeting of chiefs at Bau the Tui Namosi stoad up
and told the chiefs present in the meeting that during the

war in the olden days his ancestors conqured every village
that he went to battle with, so he +told the chiefs present

that they have no power to stop his people from fishing
that areas because he had it under him during the war.

-~ VWhy was Tul Namosi very strong in the past?

- The Tui Namosi wa: strong in the olden days because he

worshipped LUTUDRA, This was the strongest Vu then to thi:

day. He had his cave for the BOKCLA at Yanuca. This is

the place where people walk on hot stone, This place belongs

to Tui Namosi.

- Is there any more that you would like to say?

-1 I just want to thank you for your visit, I feel that we
Fijians are losing our tradition and we are to wake up and

do something about it before it is too late.

Thank-You very nuch.

FINISH



