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LEGEND OF KAT
This is a legend which tells you as to where the people of
Nakini first came from or their place of origin before they

came to settle here on this village and we, ités decendants are
there today. The first reople 6f NAKINI came from WAIBULA, In
that village back there we have our YAVUTU or the foundation

of the place where ny ancestors once lived before they left,

The name of my YAVUTU is WAIBUTA which means boiled water,

A day came when my ancestor came up to his people and he told
them he had something to announce., The village was quite
populated with people, and this is a story which my elders related
to me during their time,. This man called TORANASAU decided to
Say farewell to his brothers and sisters, informing them that
they are going to leave the village, himself and the rest of
the people who are under his command. As for his children, they
remain at WAIBULA. For you people to know something more sbout
this village, we have, NAVUNISOLE, NAILEGA, MATACULA and MATA-~
CAUCAU. At the chiefly home, the leader of the reople who is
going to leave this place went up to say their farewells to the
chiefs and so my ancestorsand the rest of the people who

wanted to come with him, left the village. They came through
Jungles and forests and all during their trip they do not have
any knives with them. They came, the whole of the YRVUSA or
Some people who once lived back there, when they came, they brought
with them food to eat on the way during their trip. The food
which they prepared and brought along with them are QAMUNI, S0S0
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and some other dishes which they prepared but I can't name them
now because I've forgotten the names of it. They came through
the forests and bushes and the food which they brought helped
them to survive. They only have one meal a day and to make

them forgrt their hunger, they spend time digging up wild plants
and also they feed on fruits on the way. On and on they came
until they reached a mouth wf a river and this place which they
first came across is called the main REWA RIVER itself. But
they only feferred to it as the WAILEVU. The reason why they
called it the WAILEVU which means theVAST PLACE OF WATER because
this #s the largest river they have ever come across, so they
said that they are going to call it WAILEVU but today it is

no longer that, but it is the Kewa River. As we know that this
is also the largest and the longest river in Fiji. They came
on and on until they came to the edge of the rigver and they
looked across of the river bt the place called VUNISEI. They
spotted a large hill from where they were standing and they
noticed that no one seems to be living there on this lovely and
beautiful hill but unfortunately it was on this other side of
the river, not on their side. So TORANASAU told his people

that he has decided to take all of them across the river and
they are going to oocupy this hill which they could see from
across the river. During that time, no one, not a living soul
has ever set foot on this hill and this village which was later
called DELAI NATOAIKA. Then Toranasau went across some mountain
ranges and he was taken to the edge of the other side of the
Wailevu River., And the name of this place is NAUCUNI which meamm

it ends here. They naticed that the tide was high amd so it was
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decided by those people who were leading the others the whole
lot of them are going to be taken across theriver by boat.

But there were many suggestions as to what is going to take them
across the river, they decided on the boat, a canoe or a BILIBLLI
(bamboo raft). These are all the things and the knowledge on
transporatation which our sncestors brought with them when they
came down. They came to another new place and the night was
appeoaching gast, but they were still on the other side of the
river, so they decided to call this village NAIMINIKALAVO and
this name still exists today. This is what it means, im our
dialect and the one that was used by our ancesotrs, if someone
says, SA MI NA KALAVO, itmeans that night is coming up fast.

The d=y is disappearing fast and soon it is going to be darkmess.
They stayed at NAIMINIKALAVO for the night, and early the next
day, they left for another village which is called NADAWA today.
This trip took them more into the interior and they were approa-
ching the COLO area fast. Then they came to another place which
is called NADEWA and it was at this place where some people
Jecided to go off on their own. Many left to go and look for
their own place to leave and thenthey decided to share the land
vhich they had in front of them among themselves. ©So this was
done. A group of these peopde who came, as for our ancessors,

it is fortidden@ for the ordinary people to stay together with
their chiefs at one place. And so the chiefly place was picked
and this is at HABUTU, this is far in after you go past the two
villages of WAILEVU and wailiku. The first place given to these
people who belongs to the chiefly family and the reason why they

called this place NABUTU becasue the chief said, AU NA BUTUXKA
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TU which means that I'm going to stand ¢n it and every time I
look at it, it reminds me that once I sét foot on that spot.

The secondvillage was called VUNICIBICIBI, One of the brothers
decided to leave the chiefly household to come and stgy there
and all wasg caused by a family disageeement so he left hishouse
and he came to stay there. There is another village occupied

by some of these other people left went to wettle there at LOMA-
INASAU. And some others went to live at NAULUVATU and they are
called the NAVUNIDRALA people today. And another group, there
leader took them and he went to stay at this place called
MEAINAWENI., And this is on the other side of the area where
they fisrt decided to stay and this village was taken over by
the leader of the BATI people. And this is the BATI LEKALEKA
people. Then onwards but travelling wetswards, they came to
another place which was given to the leader of the BETE (priest)
people. And they are normally known as the BETENIKAI. And the
name if their wvillage is NALOLDKULA. And that village still
exists today.

It is at this place where something which they brought with them
fell and that is called the VATU NI KAI. This is a round stone
and it is a habit to them to oil it evsry mow and again. A4s for
these people the BETE and the BATI, their full name or the

name which they are known at during this trip is YATUBATINIWAI.
They are the peorle who were the first people to live around

ke place stariing from the Waidina River to the land at Navatu
at Nacokaika. All along this plce, they came to live there first
before anyone else came to make it their home. They stayed there

night and day, and there is a guard who lives at NAMANA, a vilbage
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up at the mouth of the Waidina River, and they refer to guards=-
men as KOLI NI KORO (dogs of war)., This plaee or this village
of Namana it is near some mountain ranges which is around this
area. As for theguardsmen who watchs night and day, they are
able to spot anyone tyring to come down from the land here in
Waidina and also of all the people who come from the area of the
Wainibuka people. The place was fairly divided among thepeojie
and each group of people were satisfied with the share of land
they were given. Then the chief went back to his land at NABUTU
after sceing that all the pwople he brought with him are given

a safe and a good place to stay.

The chief went to stay at his home, he has got his BETE to attend
to his needs, the BATI ppople who are going to fight for him,

and the rest of the people who are going to help him when there
is going to be trouble that might endanger their lives. The
BETE is the important peopge who advises him and he informs him
of everything about the land and the reople staying around ther:
who is all under him., They are known as the BERENIKAI. This BETE
or the head of the BETE people, he possess a ULA (%lub) #nd a
TANOA (yagona bowl) and this tanoa is like a small canoe, it is
big like that. They say that also he has got a WAQARI, and this
WAQARI is a spoon, spoon-shell. This is used to hold water and
the KAI or shell-fish taken from the river, the unio.

The Bete is a very inportant person to the chhief. This Sppon
which the bete has got, he used to feed the chief with that.
When it is time to eat, he is going to take out this spoon

and used it to fedd thexwhizf chief. When the Bete saw that

the chief has settled in nicély then he approached the chief ang
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he told him that the left over food which they brought with them
to eat during the journey he is going to keep them in that big
sppon which he has got. It is the custom of the peoptke of this
tribe, when they do all these things, they are going to make

s yaqona for itady So the Bete said that he is going to do all the
things for the chief. Then the shief asked him to see if he
could get some food for them and make that placeé the only place
where you will find this food all the time, no mnther place

is going to be a second to this place because of the abundance

of this one particular food. So the Bete went back to him home
and he began with his ritual ceremonies, tyring to do all he can
to the chief's command, He prayed to his god and it went on for
two days, and early the next morning of the third day, when the
chief went down to the edge of the river, he was really surprised
and welcomed with the appearance of the KAI (bivalve shellfish)
all over the place in the water, It was filled with these shells
and he knew that this is his Bete's doing. As for the people

in these village they are really smart in the way they do it in
finding the KAI and bringing it in. When the four nights of this
even happening, they noticed thot the shells move further down-
wards into deep waters. And so the people decided to do something
to stop this ¥rom happening. So he came up one day and Sor then
to do something wrong they have their own methids if seeking
pardon from those whom they have done wrong %to.

Also for these people they have a special plant which they take
good care of &nd it is known that this plant ®elongs to this peo-
ple. This is known to them as the GASAU (reed) but it is the

DURUKA plant. This is the VUCU DAMU or the redx speices of this
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planti&,The VUCU BAMU is daid to be in the reed group and also
of the DURUKA group. It does not belong to any of the two plants
but in the middle of it. And so the people decided to do some-
thing about it, they are the Bete people, so they went to get
some vucu damm and they used it to go down the river to follow
the kai which is going further outinto the river . The EEEE
BALET took them from there and on and on they went, when they
reached deep waters, the flowers fop these plant all fell off,
This is because the PALEI which was leading them was gaing fur-
ther on all by itslef and sort of legving this peorle behind.
But still there is another god who is known to live around there
and it was said that he took over from there and he send all

the rest of the thincs to other places which he thought best and
he did it. This is for you to know. The most importanat figure
now is this person or spirit living underwater and he is the one
mastering all the things happening around the place.

But the only 1li¥ing being knows whats happening is the Bete

who is sitting there inside the house infront of his fire, he
informed the chief of what was happening. But for his fire

it is going on all the time, not a time daring his service time
to the chief, would it go off, or no longer lighting. He told
the chief of what has happened to the KATI and when ti reached the
fourth night, then the Betekzmkd told them to go out into the
river to get the KAI. Then the people went out to get this one
big KAI and then it was dried properly andit was kept in a MASI
KUVUI. They #il it every day and special attention is given to
this one big KAI. They keep doing this and “hen the chief told

the people to take the KAI and give it to the Eedt Bete for him
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to see. When the Bete saw the KAI, he said that the whole village
should do the I SEVU to the land. They must offer some offerings
because of this thing given to them.

So, the villages did their part and that is take the Kai which
they got from the river to present it or to sort of offer it to
the gods and spirits of the land that they believe in. And this
part of the offerings which they manage to get and make, it is
taken to the NAQARANIVALU. Then they did the QALU and this food
the Qalu is called by the people in our village as VOVITUKAU.

This is red in colour and the round balls of food is often large
in size and only the Bati people are the onces who should not

eat this food when they are around. They prepared all the food
which they think best to take as their offerings, and they took

it to the BATI people, and then the BATI people, their offering
was a large pig,roasted and also the MAGITI for it, like the dalo
and yams and some other mffa food to take., This MAGITI was all
cooked inside a lovo and this other things called the DEEKE.

When they had prepared everything, then they took it and they
went up to the chief and their chief holds this title of
QARANIVALU. They went up to him and they said that this is the

I SEVU for the KAI which the villagg has seen. Then the QARANIVALU
said that he has given his permission for them to do anything

they want but as for this chief, the Qaranivalu, his share from
this whole lot of kai that was given to him andhis people, his

cot two shares concerning the area that he could get his kai if

he wants to eat some. The rest of the area, it is for the wvilla-
gea—and for the people who look after the chief himslef, The

first share for the Qaranivalu it is found near some large boud-

ders and rocks,
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There is another village which belongs to the people who came
with my ancestors and the name of this village is NAVITI. Here
in Naviti, there is this large rock and it looks like a large
Fijian kitchen house. And on this rock, there are caves and
holes which form ponds. As for the people to get the Kai for
the chief, the ladies of the village goes into this caves and
they will be able to get hold of the Kai. The name of this
particular rock house is called VALE LEVU and it is forbidden
to the rest of the people to try and get Kai from this place:y.
The person who tries to steal from this caves, they are bound
to be bitten by a shark and this shark that does the biting is
the owner of the Kai and the cave, he is the god orspirit

which guards the place., No one is allowed then to touch or
steal from this particular place if they want to eat ?ai, each
people has to go to their particular area to get their own. This
Kei which is kept at this place is especially for the chief and
no one else is allowed to take it. When the women and the men
coes to this cave to get some Kai all the shells which they get
are taken to the chief's house.

The second place where the Kai for the chief is found is right
near the place where the Qaranivalu chief resides, The part of
thé water which runs near his hime, this is the second place
where the chief's Kai €an be looked for. No one else is
allowed to touch or teke any Kai from this spot unless the
chief himself says so. The chief has I've been teeling you, he's
got a place of his own and no one else who is a villager stays
with him, it is only him andhis chiefly household. The chief's

compound is known to all the people here in Naitasiri and it is
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separated from the rest of the village by boundary marks.

The swimming place for the chief or the place where he often
goes to dake a swim, this is the place where the Kai for him

is also found and it is a totally different one from which the
people in the village gets for themselves. It is referred to as
KAT DAMU. It is known of it's softness to eat and also it is
alwgys good to eat at any time. For sometimes they say that the
Kai is not in season, that means that it is sort of empty and not
good to eat, as for this Kai which is at the chief's compound

it is always good to eat at any time. This is the only Kai for
the Qaranivalu chief, no one else is allowed to share it with
him,

There is another thing that I would like to say and it refers
back to what I've already said about the rock where the Kai

for the chief is found. Once it happened that one of our
people commit something which is not agreeable to our custom

and tradition. The church movement was coming on strong and

our chiefs were forced to move from their chiefly place, this
happened at one time, and they moved over to stay at Nakini.

The Europeans who werc bringing this church movement steeped in
to stay at this place. The chief at the time gave about 50
acres to them to occupy and this must have been Ratu Visawaqa'a
time. This happened when the Qaranivalu chief became a Christian.
When he became a christiaﬁ, he wanted to fight the other villages
so that they become christians too. This young chief came to

the Toranisau and he asked him if he could give him 50 acres

of land so that he could use it for it's purpose and that is for

the church. The permission was given to him to own that 50
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acres of land, he made good use of it.

Many people were preparing for wars at the time, and when these
Europeans came, they helped the Fijians alot because of their
possesion of guns. Most of our land were sold to them in
exchange for their guns., Five guns were given to our people

in exchange for a piece of land and it was these five guns

which was teken to help the people in Nabutu whn the war. In
the olden days, after a while they relaised that it was too much
S0 they paid the guns at eith hundred pounds ofmoney and this
was sold by the chiefs iff Bau, they were sort of themain shop
for people to go and buy their guns. Then on and on they did
this and it was told for all our people or our ancessdbrs who
came to live at that place for them to vacata the whole place.
The order was given to the people staying in Namana, Nabutu,
Navunaweni, Kaluviti and right on to the place where Nakalinidowvu's
warriors lives and that is in Mataveibeka and right on to the
other side of the island. On and on they were told to leave the
place, it could be that these areas were sold in exchange for
guns during the time of the war. There is another YAVUSA called
the yavusa ni LECA and later on they became the MATAQALT NAKINI
but also there were some other people with them who belong to
another tribe. And there is the yavusa the NAIVISERE and they
came from the MATAQALI which belongs to Torahisau. As for that
place, all the people decided to leave the place and they came
to stay here in Nakini. And again, there is this problem of
over-crowded because most of the people were told to leave so
there is no other place for them to live, but here in Nakini,

And that is why we are here today, because we were told to leave
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we ceme to this place and my ancestors were told to bring thenm
here. Since this is what my ancestors were doing to them from
that time, I wish to continue tha good work and also play my
part in my fighting for my land here in Naitasiri. I want to do
all my best for the people of Naitasiri but also we have many
peo: le who belong to our tribe and from our land who were forced
to go and live some place else because of the war that happened
back in the old times. And there is one group of people who came
from us and they are in Baulevu and our YAVUTU is there in
NAMATUKU.

During our conversation dealing with this topie, you mentioned
that a lady was bringing some food for them on the way. These
must be cooked foods which they could hewe while they were coming?
Could you tell me something about this lady who was bringing
the food for all the peopie who were coming on this juurney
what is her fole during the trip and who is kx she?

The lady who accompanied us during this journey is our VU or
originator. We always call her LIGANISUSU, like she is our maid
and she was theone who brought us when we were young. That is
why we call her that because she played an important role in the
lives of our ancestors and also to us. These two ladies, they
say that there are two of them, these tow ladies must be every
where in any part of the Fiji group but the only known name that
we have for them is LIGANISUSU. In Bau, there is another god

o spirit whom we Pefer to him as our Uncle at that is the hus-
bands of these two ladies. In digfferent parts of Fiji, they have

a special name for them only and they only know of it, no one

else.t?
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You were telling me something about the stone where the Kai for
the chief is found. Couwld you tell me as to when is the time
when they usually go down to the river or to this caves to get
the Kai?

Thenk you. 1 forgot to mention anythinga as to that question.
To tell you something about this rock, it is clowed and it has
got an entrance to it if you want to go inside, it is round in
shape. The Bete is responsible for all the thin:s that they
might zma& want to do and they have to refer to him all the
time when it is time for them to go and get some Kai th=at is if
the chief wants some from there. They do not enter there any
time they feel like it, this is forbidden. fthis is one chief
for the ceremony they are going to have when it is time for them
to go and get some Kai for the chiefy{ This person is going to
git beside the fire all the time like he is trying to get warm
and all the time, they ae going to try and make him comfortable
on top of that they are going to oil him everyday. *he wowl

of yagona which is going to be on his side all the time, it is
going to be filled all the time, not one moment when you look
into the tanoa to see it empty, they are going to ssem that this
does not happen. Also the Bete will have his Ula or war club
near him all the time and no one is allowed to remove it from
his side unless he BaysX S0.

But let me go bake to the story which happened a long time ago.
There is also one particular man whom they alwgys refer to to
help them with their problems. But it happened one time, the
peoble of Naitasiri had a church gathering here in the village.

This is what happens, this man, came and he got hold of some of
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these stones for his LOVO, because when you make a lovo you are
going to need some rocks which is going to cook your food when
you bury it. They light the fire and the food to be cooked in
the lovo was put into it when they knew that the stones were hot
enough for the lovo. The lovo was buried and when it was time
for them to eat, they uncovered it and they noticed that none

of the m food which they cooked was ready to be eaten. This

is because they used the rocks from that place where the Kai

is kept for the chief himself and they did not ask to use it
when they went to collect it from there.

When it is time for them to go and swim for this Kai for the chief
or for any village function, is the ceremonial preparation for
this thing decided upon by the chief at the chiefly house or.....
Yes, the chief is going to decide everything that is going to be
held. If he wants some peopge to go out and look for some Kai
he is going fo give out the orders, no one can just go in and
help themselves to this thing. In the olden days, they believe
that these Kai which they found on this placer were there before
they came, and as for the Kai which was later laid at these
special places, it is an inheritance which they brought with them
when they came, so they have to obeserve all these ritual ceremonies
befoee they do anything ax else, They have a Bete who is going

to take over after the chief has let them known that he wants
some people to go down to that place to get some Kai for him. .
This is one thingwhich they have been doing from a very long
time until this very day, and it is nothing thatthey just have

to do it, if they do not follow what is expectéd of them, they

are bound to be punished for that, one way or the other.
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Is there anything else you would liketo say about this topic?
No, I think that is all to it, but just one other thing, when
the chief wants to eat Kai he can just go down to the place
which is near hischiefly home, or ask his Bete if he's peodle
can go down % these caves to get some Kai for him and it is
going to involve a lot of preparation before they actually
get the Kai out of the water. Thank you.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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