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NTERQVIEYED: Ro Asela.......Purebaszaga, Reus

SUBJRCT: BIRTH C¥F A CHITWITY BABY

- Iy grendnother Ro Aliti looked after me when I was small
and she told re the story on what is done when a chiefly
visitor is about to be born. When the lady is pregnant
211 the men in the villsge will be bring fire wecod and
keeping it ready in the pregnant ladies kitchen,

When the lady starts to have pangs of peins she'll inform
her fathers sister that is her zunty and her aunty would
go and get a Vuku who is specialise on this particular
thing. When the Vuku arrives she'll mix four Gasau leaves
end four Bula leaves with water and she'll give this to
the pregnant mother, After the lady has drank this she'll
Ve wuld LU SyanNd UP and ncld on Gie gupe nl Vale tals 18
the timber that goes across the tep of the house the lady
would hoid on this =nd would yush., Vhen she pushes fluid
would gush out than she'll be told to lie down again.

When the lady lies down the baby will come out. The Vuku

will wailt to gee that the breath of the mother is given
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to the baby before sie measures a pace long amblical cord
from the kids stomzch, tie & string there and cut the cord
with a piece of bamboo or Neni Kai(shell). The Vuku will
than take the child, wrap her =nd place her on a Ceba this

is 2 small mat made for the child. The child will be wrapped
in white masi. When the kid had been wrapped the Vuku

will attend to the rmother te get the Tokatoka-ni-gone out.
She'll push her thumb and finger up to the virginz to try
and get the Tokatoka ocut if it still den't come she'll strain
the skin of 8iti, water it and give it to the lady to drink.
YWhen the lady drink this the Tokatoka immediately comes.

The Vulu will clean the child's mother and she'll be laid

on the davodavo her mother in law had prepared. IHer mother
will 2lso come to the house to spread her daughters davodavo
(gifts of mats, beddings). Ten men and ten ladies will

be asked to come and stay in this house. They will be
carrying the child until the amblical cord falls. Ten

young girls from the new rother's side will ccme to cook

. - ) N A ) v
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Only young girls are to cock for the new mother becauvse it
is thought that merried ladies might be pregnant and they
can cause siclkmess to the child and his mother. If the
child is a boy 1ali will be beaten to inform the villagers
thet the 'chiefly visitor is a baby boy.

A1l this time after giviag birth the new mother will be

Cn the tenth

ointed with RBRIGA (a ginger like plant).

night lzdies from %he new mothers side will carry dalo stem




to the new mothers home, Both sides will cook and food will
pe brought to the new mothers hone that is on the tenth
night. The new mother will be dressed and ciled 211 over

with this particuler plant. The table cloth will he srread
and the new mother and her child will be brought to where
the meal is spread. A4S the women inside sees the lady and
her child coming to the spread meal they shout, "3A BASIKE
AUB. ..."

— The food that is cooked for this lady cn the tenth night is
boiled dalo stem end dalo, without salt. If she's given
yans she's got to drink the yam juice too. All the food she
eats are not to be salted.

- Who gives the baby's name?

When a chiefly baby is born his father's side will present
a tabua and give the baby's name.
- Yhat are young men responsSible for on this occasion?
A1l along from the first day to the tenth night the ten
girls who had been cooking will keep their dalo rubbdbish,
gszfely hidden. Vhile the girls cook the young men chops
fire wood. On the tenth day the gilrls would wake up very
early and would collect 21l their dalc rubbish, they'll
make their way to where the ycung men are sleep and dumr
their rubbish on them =nd they'll go back. When tha young
~ybbish and they'l1ll know that

rmen wakes up they'll see the

the girls had been here. 90 tney'll collect the dalo sterrs

and will whip the girls with it pefore they go fto prepare



Cont'd FTagze 4

QATU(kind of desser}) for the girls.
- Yhat hapvens when She Tokatoka falls?
“Men the Lokatoks “alls it will be wrapped in 2 masi and

tolren to be buried, "Then the =amblicol cord fells it will

be kevt safszly.
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— Ts there a belief that goes with thes tolatoka il
fall out easily? Any tobu?
Thig is because the new rcther wesn't given
wants when she wos pregnant. That ig wiy tho Tokatcksa
wouldn't 7011 out easily. Another reasson 1s that she must
heve eaten bananss of Vudi{znother kind of banana, whole.
vhen o pregnant rother eots bonans she's cot e chep the
banans Tirst into pieces before eating it. I she decesn't

1 zo around the baby's neck and con
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the arblical cord

c1s0 chcke the baby if fthe Vukun doesn't untie the erblical
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- 7ou've beer rmentioning thet tThe new ro
why is this?
Dalc stem, boiled, gives gocd nilk end it will =lso hel

the child grouth,

- Yhy is nect kmovm that the girl is in lebour. Yay is it Tert
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This is kent = secret when The girl is in poin., Because if

i%t is known one of these wae doesn't like the girl -riil
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AAITU(%ind of dessert) for whe girls.,

- Yhat haprens when the Tokatcka falls?
Ten the tokatoke Zolls it will be wr
token te he huried, "Mhen fthe omblice
be kept safaly.

- Is there a belief that goes with the
f21l cut eagily? Any tobu?

Thig is because ithe new rcther wasn't
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This is kert
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it is ¥novn one of those who doesn'

apped in ~

1 ecord f211s

tokatcka

secret when the girl is in poin,
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wants when she wos pregnant. That is why the Tckatoke
youldn't 7211 ocut easily. Another reazson is thet che nust
heve eaten bananes of Vedi(zonother kind of barana) whcele,
“hen o pregnant nother ects bonana the's szot to chep the
honana first into piecss belove eating it, IL she doesn't
the ardblical cord will zo arcund the baby's neck and c2n
£1so chele the baby if the Vulu doesn't untie the amblical
cord Tast.

- Tou've been rentiocning thet the new rother eats dalo tten,
why is This?
Dale stem, boiled, gives good rpill end it will =lso help
the child srowvti,

- "My ig net knovn that the zirl is in labour. Thy ig it kert
% Secret?

RBacsuse if

1like the girl =rill
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vhisper ¢ hersell that she doesn't lilte Ths Zirl ~2nd hec
of this it +ill be ver

to this
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zive birth. 3¢ 2 yagona is to be presented

person belore the baby cocn be born., Joretimes 1t 1s late

4.7,

ond the baby con kill his rothesr in the womb,

. 4-

That is why labour pein is hept a gecwvet 1n the housse.

I think thet is zll.
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